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British Chambers of 
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Commerce in Certain 
Countries. 








The following is a list of Chambers of Commerce established 
in certain foreign countries in the interest of British Trade :— 


Argentina.—British Chamber of Commerce for the Argentine 
Republic (Inc.), Calle Reconquista 46, Buenos Aires. 
British Chamber of Commerce in Rosario (affiliated to 

the above), c/o British Consulate, Rosario. 


Asia Minor.—British Chamber of Commerce, Local Pater 
son (Grande Rue Parallele), 21, Smyrna. 


Austria.—British Chamber of Commerce in Austria, 
Karntnerstrasse 41, Vienna l. 


Belgium.—British Chamber of Commerce in Belgium 
(Incorp.), 444, Rue du Tréne, Brussels. 


Brazil.—British Chamber of Commerce in Brazil (Inc.), 
51/53, Avenida Rio Branco, Rio de Janeiro. (Tele- 
graphic address, ‘‘Chambrit, Rio de Janeiro.’’) 

(Representative in London—Mr. F. W. Perkins, 
c/o Messrs. Norton, Megaw and Co. Ltd., 
36, Lime Street, London, E.C. 3.) 


Bahia Branch.—c/o British Consulate, Bahia. 
Pernambuco Branch.—P.O. Box 46, Pernambuco. 
Par&é Branch.—P.O. Box 47, Par§&. 


British Chamber of Commerce of Sio Paulo and 
Southern Brazil, 20, Rua 15 de Novembro, Sao 
Paulo. (Telegraphic address, “Britchamb, Sao 
Paulo.’’) 


(Representative in London.—Mr. T. Johnson, 
6, Tokenhouse Yard, London, E.C. 2.) 


Santos Branch.—25, Rua Santo Antonio, Santos. 


Porto Alegre Branch.—215, Rua dos Andradas, 
Porto Alegre. 


Bulgaria.—British Chamber of Commerce (Turkey and 
Balkan States), Solun Street 19, Sofia. 


Chile.—British Chamber of Commeree in the Republic of 
Chile (Inc.), Calle Cochrane 741 (Casilla 329), 
Valparaiso. 


China.— 

Shanghai British Chamber of Commerce, 1, The Bund, 
Shanghai. 

Amoy British Chamber of Commerce, Amoy. 

Canton British Chamber of Commerce, Canton. 

Changsha British Chamber of Commerce, Changsha. 

Chefoo British Chamber of Commerce, Chefoo. 

Chinkiang British Chamber of Commerce, Chinkiang. 

Chungking British Chamber of Commerce, Chung- 
king. 

Foochow British Chamber of Commerce, Foochow. 

Hankow British Chamber of Commerce, British 
Municipal Council Buildings, Hankow. 

Harbin British Chamber of Commerce, Harbin. 

Mukden British Chamber of Commerce, c/o British 
Consulate-General, Mukden. 

Newchwang British Chamber of Commeree, c/o British 
Consulate, Newchwang. 

Peking British Chamber of Commerce, Culty Cham- 
bers, Peking. 

Swatow British Chamber of Commerce, Swatow. 

Tientsin British Chamber of Commerce, Tientain. 

Tsinanfu British Chamber of Commerce, Tsinanfu. 


Egypt.—British Chamber of Commerce of Egypt, 6, Rue 
de l’Ancienne Bourse, Alexandria, and Savoy Cham- 
bers, Cairo. 

(Agents in London.—Messrs. Back and Manson, 
Egypt House, 36, New Broad Street, E.C. 2.) 


France.—British Chamber of Commerce, France (Incorp.), 
6, Rue Halévy, Paris [Xéme. 
(Correspondents in all the principal towns of France. 
Commercial Representative in Franee of the Com- 
monwealth of Australia.) 





France (continued), 
British Chamber of Commerce for the French Riviers 
and Principality of Monaco, 4, Avenue Massena, 
Nice. 
British Chamber of Commerce (Inc.), Marseilles, 2, 
Rue Beauvau. 


Germany (Occupied Territory).—British Chamber of Com- 
merce in Germany, 100, Hohestrasse, Cologne, 


Greece.—British Chamber of Commerce, 64, Rue Dragat- 
saniou, Athens. 


Italy.—British Chamber of Commerce for Italy (Inc.), Via 
Banchi, No. 3, Genoa (with Sample Show Rooms for 
British goods). 
Branches— 
26, Via Succhesi., Rome. 
12, Via Silvio Pelhieo, Milan. 
Scali d’Azeghio 3 p. p., Leghorn. 
Via A Depretis, 31, Naples. 
Piazza dell Unita, No. 6, Trieste. 


Iraq (Mesopotamia).—British Chamber of Commerce, 


Bagdad. 
British Chamber of Commerce, c/o Eastern Bank, 
Basrah. 
Madagascar.— British Chamber of Commerce, Antana- 
narivo. : 


Mexico.—Central British Chamber of Commerce, Apartado, 
900, Mexico, D.F. 


Morocco.—British Chamber of Commerce for Morocco, 
Tangier. 
British Chamber of Commerce for French Morocco, 
Casablanca. 


Persia.—British Chamber of Commerce, Bushire. 
British Chamber of Commerce, Mohammerah. 


Portugal.—British Chamber of Commerce in Portugal (Inc.). 
4, Rua Victor Cordon, Lisbon. (Telegraphic address, 
“‘Briteham, Lisbon.”’) 

Branches— 
57, Rua Viterbo de Campos, Vila Nova de Gala, 
Oporto. 
81, Rua dos Netos, Funchal, Madeira. 


Roumania.—British Chamber of Commerce, Bucharest 
(Incorporated), Strada Sift. Constantin, No. 8, 
Bucharest. 


Serbia.—See Turkey. 


Spain.—British Chamber of Commerce for Spain, Rambla 
de los Estadios, 8, Barcelona. (Telegraphic address, 
**Britcom, Barcelona.’’) 

Branch.—Calle Marqués de Cubas, 9, Madrid. 
(Delegates at Cartagena, Valencia, and Canary 
Islands.) 


Switzerland.—British Chamber of Commerce in Switzer- 
land (Inc.), 20, Rittergasse, Basle. 
Branch—3, Place St. Francois, Lausanne. 


Tunis,—British Chamber of Commerce, Rus Es-Sadikia, 35, 
Tunis. 


Turkey.—British Chamber of Commerce of Turkey and the 
Balkan States (Inc.), 34, 35, Buyuk Tunnel Han 
Galata, Constantinople. 

ge Secretaries in Belgrade, Bucharest and 
ofia. 


United States of America.—British Empire Chamber of 
Commerce in the United States of America, Cunard 
Building, 25, Broadway, New York City. 


Uruguay.—British Chamber of Commercein Uruguay, Calle 
Rincén, 508, Montevideo. (Postal address, Casilla 
de Correo 465.) 


N.B.—Some of these Chambers issue periodically a Jour- 


nal or Annual Report, which may be inspected at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelli- 


' gence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 
































DECEMBER 28, 1922. 


Che 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


725 





[Crown Copyright Reserved. 
Extracts may be published if the 
source be duly acknowledged. 


Hoard of Grade Journal 
AND COMMERCIAL GAZETTE. 





Vout. CIX. (si) No. 1361] 


DECEMBER 287Tu, 1922. 


—— 


[Prick Srxprenon Neat. 





CONTENTS. aie 
THE BOARD OF TRADE ... a 7“ 726 


Index: July to December. 
Coal: Weekly Output. 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE one _ 126 


Commercial Diplomatic Officers in China. 
Closing of Post of Commercial Secretary for Portugal. 


Bulgarian Government Contracts, 
a) 


SPECIAL ARTICLES ... 00727-31 


British West Indies: Continued Depression. 


Argentina: Signs of Recovery. 


NOTES ON TRADE... ... «2 ee 731 
Lathe Tools. 
Goods Posted to Denmark. 
Goods Sent to Argentina by Letter Post. 
United States Business Conditions. 
EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS so FQB°3 
British Industries Fair, 1925. 


Foreign Samples Exhibitions at Birmingham and 
Walsall. 


Marseilles Colonial Exhibition. 


Forthcoming Fairs. 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE 
BRITISH EMPIRE... «.  ... i a 


Australia: River Murray Comission Report. 

British India: Overseas Trade in October. 
November Trade Returns. 

Canada: Pulp and Paper Exports in October. 

Tanyanyika Territory: Trade Report for 1921. 


EUROPE soe ows ais ove on on _ 736 


Netherlands: Industry in September ()uarter. 


AFRICA iin — _ a wl yes we 636-7 
Tunis: Trade of the Regeney, 1921-22. 


| a “ i sl sl “oe oe 2 606-8 
Sian: Foreign Trade of Bangkok, 1921-22. 


LATIN AMERICA .. see os “ne oon on 438 
Brazil: Coffee Shipments from Santos. 


COMMERCIAL TREATIES AND 


ARRANGEMENTS... .... «ss 738 
United Kingdom—Deninark : Agreement Regarding 
Wrecks. 


Colonial Publieations Received. 


SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT... ...——-739 
British Guiana : Government Railway and Vessels. 
Ceylor: Shipping and Harbour Works. 
Russia: Winter Opening of Petrograd Port. 
Venezucla: Shipping, Transport and Communications, 








MINERALS AND METALS ees oes 


South Africa: Production, Sales and Shipments in 
October. 


Output of Udi Collieries, 1921-22. 


Nigeria : 


TEXTILES... _ sine “we asi wii 


(rermany : Hamburg Cotton Market, 


Russia: Export of Flax. 


Books, ete., Received. 


CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF 
CHANGES ..... oes ove son hee 


BRITISH EMPIRE ... 
Canada: Labelling of Proprietary Medicines. 
(rrenada: Additional Export Duties. 
New Zealand: Importation of Dogs from Great 
Britain, 
Nigeria: Amendment of Law Relating to Invoices, 


FOREIGN sé - ai sane - “ais on 
Angola (Portuguese West Africa): Prohibition of 
Importation, Sale, etc., of Spirits, ete. 
French Equatorial Africa: Modification of Certain 
Import Duties. 
Geriany: Export of Composition Wax Prehibited. 
Import Duty on Used Clothing, ete., Reduced. 
Payment of Customs Duties. 


(reece: Payment of Customs Duties. 


Guadeloupe (French West Indies): Import, Sale, ete., 
of Poisonous Substances. 


Poland: Payment of Customs Duties, 

Rouiania: Export of Peppy Seed, 

Russia: Regulations Regarding Import and Export. 

Serb-Croat-Slovene Kingdom : Duty-Free Admission of 
Shipbuilding Material. 


PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES ..... eee 
Denmark: : Tariff Revision Bill. 
France: Bill to Modify ‘‘ Turnover” Tax. 
Peru: Proposed Revision of Customs Regulations. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE... 


GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING 
TRADE awe eee eon wee one 


EXPORT SECTION ... 


Open General Licence for the Export of Smooth-Bore 
Shot Guns and Munitions for Use Therewith. 


GENERAL SECTION 


Patents and Designs Acts, 1907 and 1919: Licences 
of Right. 


Weights and Measures Act, 1904: Notice of Exam- 
ination of Pattern No. 194 one see 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


PAGE 
740 


740 


741-3 


741-3 


743 


744-6 


746 
746 








-) 
a) 
oP) 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


DECEMBER 28, 1922. 





The Board of Trade. 


INDEX: JULY TO DECEMBER. 


An Index to the “Journal” for the six months 
July-December, 1922, will be published with our next 
issue, 4th January, 1923. It will be printed so that it 
may readily be detached and bound up with the volume 
to which it relates. 








COAL. 


WEEKLY OUTPUT. 
ConTINUED UPpwaRD PROGRESS. 

We give below a statement of the coal output at 
the mines of Great Britain for the four weeks ended 
16th December. For the week ended at that date 
the output was 5,738,400* tons, as compared with 
5,592,000 tons in the previous week, and 5,030,700 
tons in the corresponding week last year :— 











Districts. | 25th Nov.| 2nd Dec. | 9th Dee. | 16th Dec. 

Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Nerthumberland 271,200 292,300 275,800 302,500 
Durham eas ...| 760,700 789,900 766,300 799,000 
Yerkshire 938,700 | 950,008 | 967,300 | 988,400 


Lancashire, Cheshire, 























and North Wales...| 454,900 457,600 463,700 473,560 
Derby, Nettingham 

and Leicester ...| 692,300 701,900 704,800 715,900 
Stafferd, Shropshire, 

Warwick, Worcester; 400,300 400,500 404,500 | 415,700 
South Wales and Mon- | 

mouthshire... ...| 1,077,000 | 1,109,708 | 1,118,000 | 1,146,400 
Other English Districts} 107,200 108,100 112,360 119,100 
Scotland ...  .../ 769,500 | 763,300 779,300| 777,900 

Total ... _...| 5,471,800 | 5,573,300 | 5,592,000 | 5,738,400* 








* Provisional figures. 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE. 


COMMERCIAL DIPLOMATIC OFFICERS 
IN CHINA. 


CHANGE OF HEADQUARTERS. 


It is announced that it has been decided to change 
the headquarters of the two “‘ommercial Diplomatic 
Officers in China. Mr. H. H. Fox, C.M.G., Commercial 
Counsellor, has now taken up his headquarters at 
Peking, instead of Shanghai, while Mr. H. J. Brett, the 
Commercial Secretary, has moved from Peking to 
Shanghai. The addresses of the Commercial Diplomatic 
Officers in China are, therefore, now as follows :— 

Mr. H. H. Fox, C.M.G., 
Commercial Counsellor, 
British Legation, 
Peking. 








Mr. H. J. Brett, 
Commercial Secretary, 
Commercial Secretary’s Office, 
British Consulate-General, 
Shanghai. 





CLOSING OF POST OF COMMERCIAL 
SECRETARY FOR PORTUGAL. 


The Department greatly regret to have to announce 
that Mr. G. Salis, Commercial Secretary, grade II., at 
Lisbon, died on 11th December, after a brief illness. 
It has been decided to close the post of Commercial 
Secretary at Lisbon, but, in order to mitigate the 
inconvenience arising from this decision, a new appoint- 
ment has been made to the post of Consul at Lisbon; 
this is now to be filled by Mr. S. G. Irving, formerly 
Commercial Secretary, grade III., at Madrid. It is 
intended that Mr. Irving, in addition to performing the 
functions of Consul, shall, as far as possible, continue 
the work of the late Commercial Secretary at Lisbon. 





THE BOARD OF TRADE—Continued. 


BULGARIAN GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


On various occasions British firms have approached 
the Department of Overseas Trade respecting the con- 
ditions of payment, inspection, etc., attached to the 
submission of tenders for material required by the 
Bulgarian Government and circulated by that Depart- 
ment. British firms have in general found these con- 
ditions difficult and have in some cases submitted 
tenders on terms other than those stipulated by the 
Department of the Bulgarian Government concerned. 

The Secretary in Charge of Commercial Affairs at 
H.M. Legation at Sofia has now called attention to this 
practice, and has pointed out that it is useless to submit 
offers which do not comply with the conditions laid down 
by the Bulgarian State Departments. He states that itis 
impossible to induce the Bulgarian Government to vary 
these conditions so long as competing firms of foreign 
nationality are prepared to accept them, as is at present 
the case. 





GENERAL CONDITIONS. 


Further, it occasionally happens that invitations to 
tender are issued in which conditions are not explicitly 
stated. In such cases it must be assumed that the 
general conditions apply. These conditions are as 
follows :— 


Five per cent. of the total amount of the tender must 
be deposited locally as a guarantee of good faith, and this 
deposit should be made through a local agent or repre- 
sentative who would be able to conform to the general 
practice. The deposit is returned to unsuccessful 
tenderers. 


With regard to this deposit of 5 per cent. of the total 
amount of the tender, the Secretary in Charge of Com- 
mercial Affairs points out that the local agent, if of 
suitable standing, is usually able to induce a Bulgarian 
bank to guarantee this amount on easy terms for the 
period between the submission of the tender and the 
final adjudication, thus obviating the actual placing of 
capital by the tendering firm. 


Local agents would welcome any requests for advice 
addressed to them by firms desirous of tendering in 
individual enquiries if time permits, as in many cases 
the agent would be able to inform the firm whether a 
British tender would have reasonable prospects of 
success. The time specified for delivery in Bulgaria 
should be adhered to and a statement that “ early 
delivery ”’ will be given is not sufficient. 


In regard to payment, Bulgarian Government Depart- 
ments pay 50 per cent. in sterling upon the signature 
of the contract against a bank guarantee for that amount, 
stating that in the event of default or faulty delivery 
the bank in question guarantees the refund to the Depart- 
ment concerned of the 50 per cent. paid in advance. 
The remaining 50 per cent. is paid in sterling after the 
reception of the goods in Bulgaria. Approximately 
three weeks must therefore elapse before protocols are 
made and payment effected. These facts should be 
taken into consideration by British firms when calcu- 
lating their prices. 


Stamp duty is payable on a contract at the rate of 
six per mille and, as the contract must necessarily be 
signed in the name of the supplier, a provisional power 
of attorney should be given to a local agent or repre- 
sentative, who should be entrusted with the submission 
of the tender on behalf of the British firm and the execu- 
tion of all the necessary formalities in regard thereto. 


The Commercial Secretary strongly recommends that 
such British firms as are desirous of submitting tenders 
should appoint agents in Sofia provided with powers of 
attorney to sign eventual contracts in their name. 


The Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, 8.W. 1, is prepared to advise firms in 
the appointment of representatives who could be in- 
structed in case of need by telegraph in the event of a 
favourable opening presenting itself. 
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Special Articles. 


BRITISH WEST INDIES. 


CONTINUED DEPRESSION. 

Towards the end of last year it became evident 
that no immediate improvement could be expected in 
the economic position of the British West Indies. In 
order to examine into, and, if possible, cope with the 
serious depression and unemployment, some unusual 
steps were taken. Mr. Wood, who was then Under 
Secretary for the Colonies, was deputed by Mr. Churchill 
to go out and examine the situation for himself. Mean- 
while, legislative powers were taken by the Governments 
of Trinidad, British Guiana, Jamaica and Barbados to 
finance the principal crops or to guarantee the banks in 
doing so. Practically all extraordinary expenditure on 
public works was curtailed. As the result of the depres- 
sion wages fell very considerably, and the demand for 
imported goods became much less than at any time since 
1914, In Mr. Wood’s report various recommendations 
were made which are under consideration. 

Revenue receipts in the Colonies last year fell much 
short of the expenditure. Customs duties are res- 
ponsible for more than half the annual revenue of most 
of the Colonies, and the great decrease in both the value 
and quantity of imports was responsible for considerably 
smaller revenues. To some extent the Governments 
were caught unawares, and as it was impossible to 
make proportionate reduction in expenditure during 
1921, some of the islands were faced with a deficit at 
the beginning of the current year. The question of 
finance has, however, been seriously tackled by official 
and unofficial members of the various Legislatures, and 
considerable economies were effected during the present 
year, as a result of which many important development 
and improvement schemes relating to roads, railways, 
sewerage and water works, harbours, etc., which had 
been under consideration for a number of years, have 
been dropped. During 1920 Trinidad had successfully 
attempted to raise a loan of £1,000,000 locally, this 
being the largest amount ever raised by a West Indian 
Government without recourse to London. In 1921 
British Guiana attempted to raise 5,000,000 dols. 
locally at 6 per cent. It is some evidence of the com- 
plete change in the financial situation that at the end 
of the year, that is to say, nearly six months after the 
applications for debentures were first invited, little 
more than 1,000,000 dols. had been realised, and a large 
part of that amount had been subscribed from the other 
West Indian colonies. Representatives of financial and 
contracting groups arrived in British Guiana from Lon- 
don, one result of which was the placing on the London 
market of a loan of £1,000,000 at 54 per cent. It 
appears certain that, even if no more British capital is 
invested in that colony at the present time, a greater 
interest will be taken in the possibilities of its develop- 
ment in future. Various important public works call 
for early attention, but having regard to the present 
state of Colonial finances and to the uncertainty of the 
future, more than one scheme for raising money in 
London has been temporarily abandoned. 

It cannot be denied, writes Mr. A. W. H. Hall, Officer 
in Charge, H.M. Trade Commissioner’s Office, Trinidad, 
that the credit of West Indian firms has suffered on 
account of the period of depression, although very few 
of the larger houses have succumbed. So far as can be 
seen British exporters have incurred very few bad debts 
during the period under review, although settlements 
are slow. As most of the trade of each colony is in the 
hands of a small number of firms, particulars of whose 
financial standing may be obtained from the London 
offices of the banks which have branches in the British 
West Indies, and as these firms are usually conserva- 
tively managed, trade with these colonies is not subject 
to any abnormal risks. 


GOVERNMENT SCHEMES FOR ASSISTING AGRICULTURE. 


For many reasons the schemes adopted to carry 
agriculturists over the difficult period through which 
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they are passing have necessarily differed widely in 
character. In Jamaica the Government borrowed from 
the three local banks at 7 per cent. sums of money which 
they advanced to sugar planters at 8 per cent. This 
scheme involved the marketing of the sugar by the 
Sugar Loan Committee, and similar legislation has been 
re-enacted this year. In British Guiana approved 
loans to sugar planters at a rate of interest not exceeding 
6 per cent. were guaranteed by the Government. [If 
the lender has to take advantage of the Government 
guarantee, repayment of the loan has to be made by 
the borrower to the Government within seven years. In 
the same colony legislation was introduced on behalf 
of the rice farmers, the Government advancing money 
on approved securities through the local co-operative 
banks through which the resulting crops must be 
marketed. In the Sugar Industry Agricultural Ban, 
Barbados already has an organisation for financing the 
crops, but the inability of planters to repay their 
borrowings threatened to bring the operations of this 
bank to a standstill, and the Government therefore 
agreed to guarantee the repayment of money lent to 
the Sugar Bank for advances on the 1922-3 sugar crop. 
Three-year debentures bearing interest at 6 per cent. 
will be issued in repayment of the amount of the bank’s 
indebtedness at the end of the crop. In Trinidad 
agricultural relief took two forms, namely, a temporary 
moratorium on mortgages and advances to planters by 
the Government, who market the resulting crops. In 
order to encourage adequate cultivation at this difficult 
period the Government of Grenada are distributing 
fertilisers to planters on a deferred payment system. 


SUGAR. 


In Mr. Hall’s Report, which is dated 30th June last, 
it is stated that the prosperity of most of the West 
Indian colonies depends upon the cultivation of the 
sugar-cane. In Barbados sugar, syrup and rum are 
practically the only articles of export, and in British 
Guiana, Trinidad, Jamaica and some of the Leeward 
and Windward Islands cane cultivation gives employ- 
ment to the majority of the population. Furthermore, 
the Colonial Governments look to the excise duties on 
rum and the export duties on cane products to provide 
a large proportion of the revenue (in Trinidad this 
proportion is one-third). The results of the cane crop, 
the cutting and grinding of which had just ended, 
indicated that, although some colonies had had another 
bad year, the total production of the British West 
Indies had certainly exceeded that of 1921. Estates 
and cane farmers experienced great difficulty in repaying 
loans, and, consequently, in making fresh borrowings 
against the 1921-22 crop. The relief afforded by the 
Colonial Governments in Jamaica, British Guiana and 
Barbados, is dealt with above. As in the case of other 
products the export duties on sugar and rum were 
reduced or dropped altogether. Although it was 
generally admitted that the Colonial Governments 
could do no more to assist this important industry, 
West Indian merchants felt that this help would not be 
sufficient to save it. The new American Customs tariff 
admits sugar from American territory free of duty, and 
places a tax of about £9 per ton on foreign sugars. This 
preference of £9 compares with the United Kingdom 
preference of about £4. The inability of the Cuban 
producers to place more than a small part of their huge 
production in the United States makes it necessary for 
them to attempt to dump the balance on the British and 
Canadian markets. It has therefore been urged that the 
British Government should assist the West Indian pro- 
ducers to meet this powerful competition by granting a 
preference on Empire produced sugars equal to that given 
by the United States to her colonials. Representations 
on this point made by the various sugar producing colonies 
have been unsuccessful, but meanwhile there has been 
a steady rise in the market price of sugar which has 
relieved the present situation to some extent. The 
future of the sugar industry in the British West Indies 
is therefore very uncertain. There are signs that unless 
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there is a great improvement in the prospect for Empire 
sugar, production in British Guiana and Jamaica will 
decrease. This may also be true of the other producing 
colonies, but the movement towards reduced production 
is not so evident at present. A satisfactory feature this 
year is the marked increase in the exports of sugar to 
Canada. The difficulties of sugar factories are further 
increased by the total absence of demand for rum, large 
stocks of which are on hand in both the United Kingdom 
and the British West Indies. There are nearly one 
million gallons in Jamaica alone, while the stocks in the 
United Kingdom exceeds 11,000,000 gallons. Among 
the efforts to solve the problem of the utilisation of this 
by-product of the sugar industry may be mentioned the 
manufacture of industrial alcohol in British Guiana for 
local use and of bay-rum in St. Lucia. 


BrRiTIsH SHARE OF IMPORTS. 

The completed returns for 1921 show that in Trinidad 
the United Kingdom’s share of the imports was 25 per 
cent., and that of the United States 35-6 per cent. : 
in Jamaica the respective proportions of the United 
Kingdom and United States were 29-3 per cent. and 54-6 
per cent. ; in Barbados they were 35-9 per cent. and 22-2 
per cent.; and in British Guiana they were 46-4 per 
cent. and 25-1 per cent. respectively. If a further 
analysis of the figures were made it could be shown that 
in “Goods wholly or partly manufactured” the position 
is even more encouraging, the United Kingdom obtain- 
ing as much as 65 per cent. of this trade in some colonies. 
Having regard to the fact that during 1921 preferential 
rates of import duties were introduced in Barbados and 
British Guiana but not in Jamaica, it is interesting to 
note the following increases in the combined percentages 
of trade obtained by the United Kingdom and the 
Dominion of Canada :— 


1920. 1921. 

Percent. Per cent. 
I aiitieipcustiiin iin “ae 40-9 
a ius’ “O56 58-4 
British Guiana ...... saaieadl .... 588 65-2 


AMERICAN COMPETITION. 

The decrease in the imports from the United States of 
America last year, though notable, was not altogether 
unexpected. Despite the proximity to the American 
continent there is a real desire among West Indians to 
trade with the home country, and this desire has been 
encouraged by the new preferential duties, by the greater 
interest of British firms in the West Indian market, and 
by the adverse American exchange rates. In 1921 the 
following articles comprised about 80 per cent. of the 
imports from the United States :—butter, lard and 
margarine, meats and fish, flour, coal, timber, mineral 
oils and grease, unmanufactured tobacco, apparel, 
cotton goods, hardware and metal goods, machinery, 
electrical goods, motor cars and accessories and paper 
manufactures. In many of these lines the United 
Kingdom cannot attempt to offer serious competition. 
In others, notably coal, textiles and boots and shoes, a 
large part of the business which had been captured by 
the United States has now returned to the United 
Kingdom. British packing houses have recently been 
successful in placing butter in some West Indian markets, 
and it appears possible that, with efficient local repre- 
sentation, a larger proportion of this business could be 
obtained. The sale of electrical apparatus is hampered 
by the fact that most of the installations are American, 
using American standards. Among the lines at present 
mainly American in which a larger part of the trade 
could be obtained if they were in the hands of suitable 
agents and adequately advertised, the following may 
be mentioned :—toilet preparations, including fancy 
soaps and perfumery, family medicines and other pro- 
prietary lines ; confectionery, boot and other polishes 
and painters’ colours and materials, including turpentine 
substitutes. 

CANADIAN COMPETITION. 

During the early part of this year the Canadian 

Government established a second Trade Commissioner 
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in the british West Indies, namely, in Jamaica. An 
increase in Canadian trade with the Colonies may be 
looked for as a result of these official activities, the 
improved shipping facilities, the visit of the delegation 
from the Canadian Manufacturers’ Association, and other 
indications of Canadian interest. Non-competitive 
lines such as flour and fish form far the greater part of 
the Dominion’s exports, but in the volume of business 
done in competitive lines such as hardware (especially 
nails), glassware, matches, cordage, paints, etc., there 
would appear as vet to be no marked progress. Canadian 
trade is strongest in Barbados and the Leeward and 
Windward Islands, which have long had a regular steam- 
ship connection with the Dominion, and in these days 
of depression find it an advantage to buy in the market 
that can give speediest delivery. Canadian cement has 
established a fairly strong position. United Kingdom 
exporters of this commodity are experiencing strenuous 
competition from Canada, Belgium and Denmark. 
GERMAN AND DutTCH COMPETITION. 

As might be expected, the Customs returns show an 
increase in the imports from Germany during 1921, the 
principal items being china and glassware, hardware 
(especially cheap stamped metal ware) and cutlery, 
chemicals, haberdashery and toys. Some of the 
colonies have been flooded with consignments of salt 
at prices far below the British, despite the preference. 
Generally speaking, German competition is very much 
of the nature that might be expected and does not differ 
from the trade done by the same country before the 
war. Although German goods of one class or the other 
can be seen in the majority of stores in the larger colonies 
it is difficult to estimate the size of the trade, much of 
which passes through Holland or the United Kingdom 
and is entered in the customs statistics under those 
countries. The value of direct imports from Holland 
and Germany into the British West Indies was about 
£250,000 in 1921. The principal goods of Dutch 
manufacture were butter and cheese, cement, manures, 
matches, paper (especially wrapping paper) and brandy 
and gin, but the range of Dutch goods is now a very wide 
one. It is possibly true to say that American exporters 
are more afiected by German and Dutch competition 
than those of the United Kingdom. 

TRADE WITH INDIA. 

There are 130,000 East Indians in British Guiana, 
110,000 in Trinidad, 18,600 in Jamaica, and smaller 
numbers in some of the other colonies. Originally 
introduced into the British West Indies as indentured 
labourers on the sugar estates, most of them are now 
free from their indentures, many have become peasant 
farmers and some have acquired considerable wealth 
and occupy important positions. While the spending 
capacity of the East Indian population remains very 
low they have retained their national customs and tastes, 
and therefore a regular demand for Indian produce 
exists and the trade is large enough to enlist the interest 
of exporters. The annual imports of rice alone into 
Trinidad, Barbados and Jamaica exceed 18,000 tons, 
and the four largest colonies import at least 4,000,000 
produce bags every year. The customs statistics 
classify imports according to the country whence con- 
signed and thus it is not possible to say how much East 
Indian produce is imported through the United King- 
dom. The value of the total imports of goods consigned 
from India in 1921, however, was as follows :—Trinidad, 
£122,390 ; British Guiana, £37,184 ; Barbados, £12,571 ; 
and Jamaica, £43,488. 

Rice is now produced in British Guiana in such quan- 
tities as to supply the entire needs of the local population. 
and to give an exportable surplus of 150,000 cwt. SBrit- 
ish Guiana is thus a serious competitor to India for 
the new trade in the British West Indies. Owing to 
price fluctuations there has been much speculation in 
the purchase of gunnies, and the imports vary very 
much in quantity from year to year. There is also a 
small trade in Indian brassware for domestic use and 
also for sale to tourists and buyers of curios. So far 


























a 


_— re wr BSS PRS Tle CUCU 


a 





























DECEMBER 28, 1922. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 729 





SPECIAL ARTICLES—Continued. 





Indian textiles have not been imported in appreciable 
quantities, although it appears possible that a demand for 
cheap cottons could easily be created among the East 
Indian population. The Nourse Line are now providing 
an adequate schedule of direct steamships between India, 
‘Trinidad, Cuba and Jamaica, and there is every reason 
to expect that direct importations from India will 
materially increase in the near future. 
POPULATION. 

The 1921 census returns show that during the last 
ten years the total population of the West Indies, 
including British Guiana and British Honduras, has 
only increased from 2,024,993 to 2,077,980, a percentage 
increase of 25. The population actually declined in 
Barbados, the Bahamas, Grenada, and all the Leeward 
Islands with the exception of Dominica. Jamaica, with 
a population of 857,921, shows a small increase of 26,500, 
and Trinidad and Tobago only increased by 29,000 
inhabitants to 362,790. The most regrettable feature 
of these returns, however, was the evidence that the 
population of British Guiana, whose development 
depends so largely upon an adequate labour supply, had 
increased by less than 2,000 during the last ten years. 
The population of this large colony, which has an area 
equal to that of Great Britain, excluding Ireland, is 
less than 300,000 Emigration to America and to Cuba 
is no doubt partly responsible for the present state of 
affairs, but the most important factor undoubtedly is 
the high death-rate in most of the colonies. As might 
be expected of an ignorant population often living in 
1isanitary conditions, the infantile mortality is excessive. 

[Mr. Hall's Report on the British West Indies, as at 30th 
June, 1922, is published for the Department of Overseas Trade 
by - Stationery Office. Price 1s. 9d net, 1s. 105d. post 
free. 





ARGENTINA. 


SIGNS OF RECOVERY. 

In Argentina the past year has been one of trade 
stagnation, the causes of which are general and world 
wide. There were no surprises to dislocate the com- 
mercial and financial world, such as were provided by 
the boom and collapse of 1920 and by the fall in 
exchange and repudiation of engagements of 1921. 
Commerce has been soberly marking time, waiting 
patiently but confidently for improvement. It should be 
stated, writes Mr. H. O. Chalkley, the Commercial Seere- 
tary to the British Legation in Buenos Aires, that this 
confidence that trade will improve has been justified and 
is only now justified by a continuance of good seasons, 
which have enabled the agricultural and pastoral indus- 
tries to maintain full production. In this respect, so far 
as can be seen at present, the outlook is still favourable. 
Among contributory factors to a situation which may 
be shortly described as no worse than was expected and 
likely to improve are the absence of labour disputes and 
unemployment, a sound and uninflated currency, the 
elections held in good order, and the inauguration of a 
fresh Presidential period in October, 1922, under auspices 
which inspire apprehension in no section of the com- 
munity and optimism in many. 

THE DISLOCATION IN VALUES. 

Most authorities—bankers, chambers of commerce, 
officials, trade journals—are fairly unanimous that 
signs of improvement are already evident, but the indivi- 
dual overseas exporter and the local merchant see 
insufficient proof of this being reflected in the volume of 
actual business compared with previous periods. The 
explanation is to be found in the dislocation of values 
brought about by the war. As Europe is too poor to 
bid for Argentine products, their prices have fallen until, 
in the case of the cattle-raising industry, they scarcely 
cover the cost of production, leaving little margin for 
the purchase of imported goods other than articles of 
current consumption, which are increased in cost out 
of proportion to the prices being paid for Argentine 
staples. There is no incentive to purchase agricultural! 
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machinery, fencing and other manufactures looking to 
future development. Apart from this condition, there 
is the reflected action on trade of the very serious fact, 
for a new country, that it is no longer profitable to pri- 
vate enterprise or to private capital to engage in public 
utility schemes. No private capital, either foreign or 
local, has ventured since 1914 to undertake extensions 
or new schemes connected with railways, navigation, 
light and power, tramways, telephones, port improve- 
ments, waterworks, and drainage schemes. The reason 
is the simple one that existing enterprises of this nature 
do not earn an attractive, nor in the majority of cases 
even a remunerative, return on a pre-war capital cost. 
The effect on trade is the disappearance, permanent 
while such conditions last, of the heavy orders for 
machinery, materials and supplies, and of the corre- 
sponding demand for labour, which such investments 
created before the war. It is true that State enterprise 
has to some extent taken the place of private capital, 
particularly so in the constructions of railroads, but 
confidence in the commercial future of these under- 
takings is not great. The same effect occurs in building. 
On account of the cessation of building and the increase 
in the population urban rents have risen abnormally, 
but they have now been limited by law to those actually 
paid in 1920. Consequently new building is restricted, 
and the normal demand for building materials of all 
descriptions—a trade of magnitude in Buenos Aires— 
is reduced. Therefore the signs of improvement to 
which reference has been made are in the trade of articles 
of consumption, and not in manufactures and materials 
for production and development. As the Argentine 
market is one of the first magnitude for imported goods 
of the former class, this improvement is still of import- 
ance, but the movement is slackened again by dislocated 
values. The increased cost of living in regard to the 
prime necessaries of existence, particularly rents, has 
caused a wide extension of the process of “* doing with- 
out,” and as the Argentine market was always one of 
extravagant consumption there has been an ample 
margin for the process without undue hardship. 
TRADE CONCENTRATION. 

One peculiar feature of Argentine foreign trade is its 
concentration in the capital, a concentration almost 
complete in regard to imports and very considerable 
in respect of exports. Buenos Aires has a population 
approaching two millions out of a total population of 
the Republic of less than nine millions. It forms an 
immense consuming centre, living on the production of 
the remainder, for the value of the output of its few 
manufacturing industries scarcely counts as a contribu- 
tion to the national wealth. For local consumption and 
as a distributor to the rest of the Republic, it absorbs 
practically the whole of the country’s imports, so that 
the problem of the manufacturer and merchant wishing 
to trade with the country is simplified to the study of 
one centre. Compared with other countries, Brazil, 
Canada or Australia for instance, this concentration 
offers the advantage to overseas merchants of larger 
individual orders, of reducing the time and expense of 
a visit of a representative, and of economising in the 
travelling expenses of a local agent. Although the 
cost of maintaining efficient representation in Buenos 
Aires is high, these advantages offer considerable com- 
pensation, and they probably account for the greater 
volume, in comparison with other countries, of direct 
trading between manufacturers and importers, and the 
larger number of representatives maintained by the 
former, with a correspondingly less amount of business 
transacted through merchant houses and buying agents 
Another development from similar causes is the absence 
in most branches of the import trade of any clear 
separation between the wholesale and retail trade, as the 
majority of retailers of standing import direct. The 
distinction between wholesaler and retailer exists much 
more clearly in the country trade, as it is customary for 
importers who sell retail in Buenos Aires to sell to the 
country trade on wholesale terms. There are direct 
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importing houses in such towns as Rosario and Bahia 
Blanca, but their number is small compared with those 
of Buenos Aires, and in a general way it may be said 
that all provincial centres buy from Buenos Aires. 
Before the war a considerable direct overseas trade in 
imports was done with ports in Patagonian Argentina, 
but this was purely adventitious, due to the fact that 
no import duties were then levied, and the withdrawal 
of this privilege has checked direct importation at those 
ports. 
VOLUME OF IMpoRTs. 

Although the value of goods imported in 1921 was 
necessarily far lower than that of 1920, a reference to 
the amount collected by import duties shows that the 
quantities were but little less. The returns, however, 
are based on the dates on which merchandise is actually 
cleared from Customs, and large stocks left over from 
1920 were cleared during 1921. There was no con- 
siderable quantitative difference in imports cleared 
during the first six months of 1922 compared with the 
corresponding period of 1921, but during the first 
mentioned period imports were, on the whole, paid for 
and represented profitable commerce, whereas in 1921 
and the latter part of 1920 heavy losses were incurred 
in liquidations by both the overseas exporter and the 
local importer. In the present universal stagnation 
of trade there is some satisfaction to be derived from the 
fact that the Argentine market maintains this power 
of absorption of imported goods. 

The import duties collected in 1920 amounted to 
162,210,000 pesos, and in 1921 to 162,530,000 pesos. 
The tariff in force in 1921 was the same as during the 
second half of 1920, but 4-43 per cent. higher than that 
ruling in the first half. In 1922 the same tariff was 
in force as in 1921. During 1922 up to 26th August 
the import duties collected at the port of Buenos Aires 

amounted to 143,233,270 pesos, compared with 
108, 391,624 pesos in the corresponding period of 1921, 
or an increase of 4,841,646 pesos. 
British TRADE. 

The value of British exports to the Argentine, 
according to the Board of Trade statistics, is as follows : 
1913, £22,640,943 ; 1920, £42,921,254; 1921, £27,622,024 ; 
and first six months of 1922, £10,993,.379. The extent 
of the fall in 1921 causes no surprise, nor the further 
diminution caused by the continued reduction in prices 
in 1922. Even so, sales of British products and manu- 
factures to the Argentine are equal in value to those of 
1913, the best year previous to the war, although con- 
siderably less in quantity. Moreover, in 1921 the value 
of British exports to the Argentine was more than that 
of shipments to the whole of the rest of South America, 
British exports to Brazil wine £10,438,721, to Chile 
£5,154,314, to Uruguay £3,093,727, and to other South 
American countries £5,411,875. The Argentine market 
thus absorbed 53 per cent. of British exports to South 
America in 1921, as against 46 per cent. in 1913 and 43 
per cent. in 1920. As the Argentine is such a valuable 
market for British trade, and relatively less affected 
than other countries by the present depression, even at 
a time when the principal buyers of British goods, the 
British railway and other public utility companies 
operating in the Argentine,are largely out of the market, 
it will be of advantage to study the classifications show n 
in an Appendix to Mr. Chalkley’s Report of the principal 

sritish goods in demand, as shown by the exports from 
the United Kingdom to the Argentine for 1921 and the 
first ninc months of 1922 compared both as to quantity 
and value with those of 1913. These are export values, 
United Kingdom ports, taken from the Board of Trade 
returns, and are Jater than any Argentine statistics. 

There is great difficulty in finding a suitable agent 
in Buenos Aires unless the home manufacturer is pre- 
pared to offer attractive terms. Unless the business 
likely to result is on such a seale as will justify those terms 
it is a saving of time and money not to persist in the 
idea of direct representation. Jt should be realised that 
the number and variety of manufacturers of all countries 
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who are already represented in the Argentine are ex- 
tremely large, and that as a general rule the best local 
firms, whether importers or commission agents, either 
already hold as many exclusive agencies as they can 
adequately handle or are disinclined to tie themselves 
further. This leads to the present position that home 
firms must take active steps in order to secure the interest 
of prospective agents of the desired type, and that no 
good result can be expected by merely inviting applica- 
tions. The best method is naturally that the appoint- 
ment of a local agent—preferablv British—should be 
made after the visit and investigations of a travelling 
representative, but, failing that, home ‘firms seeking 
representatives should devote some time and trouble 
to acquiring a knowledge of local market conditions and 
competition, so that they can place a proposal before a 
prospective agent based on some assurance of the likeli- 
hood of mutually remunerative business in competition 
with United States, European and other British firms. 
FOREIGN COMPETITION. 

The basis of competition for the Argentine market in 
products and manufactures which the United Kingdom 
can supply is broadening out from the position of recent 
years, when the United States and the United Kingdom 
were practically the sole competitors. Not only has 
competition on a large scale from Germany deen renewed, 
but Belgium also has largely increased her trade, w hile 
Spain, France, Italy and Japan are in competition with 
British goods in many varieties of products. Moreover, 
many Classes of goods are now made locally which were 
normally imported before the war. This local competi- 
tion appears likely to continue. It is specially marked 
in comparison with the pre-war period in boots and shoes, 
clothing, furniture, provisions and beverages, leather 
goods, electrical fittings, ornamental ironwork, soap and 
perfumes, glass and cement. 

Germany.—lIt is the logical deduction from the condi- 
tions as far as they can be seen in Buenos Aires that of 
all countries the United Kingdom has the best prospects 
of increasing trade with the Argentine. The large trade 
which Germany has regained purely by low prices is the 
result of currency inflation and its effect in reducing the 
real remuneration of labour. No country can for long 
maintain an increasing and profitable trade based on an 
inflated and unstable currency, as every South American 
country knows from experience. Eventually financial 
insecurity introduces the first svmpton of collapse, 1.e., 
the inability of the manufacturer to take firm orders for 
forward delivery, because he docs not know what 
exchange will be when he comes to deliver nor what 
his labour and raw materiais will cost him during 
the course of manufacture and shipment. Importers 
in the Argentine have had considerable expericiice of the 
uncertainty of dealing with Germany. In many cases 
shipments were not made until after repeated increases 
of prices, in some not at all, and in others importers 
who had covered payment against shipments not 
effected had to dispose of their exchange subsequently 
at heavy loss. Practically no business is now done in 
marks, all quotations being in Argentine currency. 
These difficulties would be considerably greater if it 
were not for the assistance of German merchant houses 
and branches in Buenos Aires. who are well versed in 
competitive prices and conditions, and are willing to 
take the speculative risk of doing business in Argentine 
currency without haying firm prices from Germany. 
While accentuated in the case of Germany, the same 
conditions apply in a less degree to other competing 
European countries with inflated and depreciated cur- 
rencies, and their effect must be to give prices an upward 
and uncertain tendency, in the measure as the cost of 
labour overtakes the proportion of depreciation. 

United States—Turning to the United States, the 
tariff there creates obstacles to the expansion of the 
United States export trade, by the usual effects on 
exchange and return freight rates, and in raising prices 
on goods for export in competition with other countries. 
Once British prices become competitive with those of 
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other countries, by reduction in the cost of production, 
by increases in competitors’ prices, or by the combined 
process, every other consideration—qualities, methods, 
deliveries, local connections—is in favour of British 
trade. There are certain branches of the Argentine 
import trade in which there is little likelihood at present 
of the United States losing ground to competitive 
countries, such as agricultural machinery, automobiles, 
boot and shoe factory machinery, petroleum products, 
lumber, wine barrels, etce., together with an aggregate 
trade of considerable amount in specialities, such as 
typewriters, cash registers, cinematograph material, 
sewing machines, patent medicines and toilet pre- 
parations, binder twine, tools, and photograph goods. 
In other commodities United States trade has been con- 
siderably diminished, such as in coal, galvanised sheets, 
cotton goods (except greys and yarns), wire and tin- 
plate by the United Kingdom ; iron and steel products 
by Belgium and Germany; cement by Scandinavia ; 
hardware, dyes, domestic hardware, musical instruments 
by Germany; and paper by Scandinavia. Although 
greatly reduced, United States trade with the Argentine 
appears to be back to a sounder basis ; methods have 
improved, experience has been gained and applied, 
and most of the traders who were not properly organised 
for direct export trade have withdrawn, leaving the 
market to the old-established and efficiently organised 
class. The large accumulations of high-priced American 
merchandise which congested the customs houses in 
1921 have been liquidated, although the process entailed 
heavy losses on the part of the shippers. United States 
exports to Argentina were valued at 213,725,984 dols. 
in 1920, at 110,833,049 dols. in 1921, and at 44,863,000 
dols. in the first six months of 1922. United States 
shippers of “ greys”’ are regaining the position which they 
lost in 1920-21, but they do not seem to come back so 
quickly with the finished or coloured cotton cloths. In 
hosiery, especially men’s underwear, socks, etc., they 
are making very steady progresson price and on a 
quality which while not up to the best British goods is yet 
sufficient to meet the needs of the market. 


Belgium is obtaining the bulk of orders for rails, rail- 
way wagons, bridge material, and iron and steel gener- 
ally. Czecho-Slovakia is offering competition with 
cheaper quality woollen cloths. France has succeeded 
in underquoting British, Belgian and German competi- 
tion for large orders for cast iron pipes for water supply 
which were formerly a British preserve. 


Japanese trade is still suffering from the severe set- 
back experienced immediately after the war, many 
Japanese firms and agents have closed down, and the 
Japanese Chamber of Commerce has dissolved. Never- 
theless, Japan is making a further study of South 
American trade—by the visits of prominent merchants, 
by the appointment of commercial attachés and by 
sending a mission of business men from Tokio, Yoko- 
hama, Osaka and Kobe—and the direct steamship 
connection is maintained. The Belgian official com- 
mercial mission which is touring South America visited 
Buenos Aires in July, 1922. 

Statements continually appear in the United Kingdom 
to the effect that great opportunities are waiting for 
British manufacturers in South America which are lost 
by their neglect, their failure to study local requirements, 
their unwillingness to engage in more extensive propa- 
ganda and advertising, and particularly their alleged 
refusal to grant the same credits and conditions of 
payment as their competitors. With exceptions of 
relatively minor effect on the aggregate of British trade, 
such statements are incorrect in regard to the Argentine. 
The trade of competitors in manufactures and products 
which the United Kingdom could also supply is in the 
main secured on prices, including freights, and there is no 
purpose in seeking for other causes and remedies. 

[Mr. H. O. Chalkley’s Report on the Financial and 
Economic Conditions of the Argentine Republic as at Septeim- 
ber, 1922, is published for the Department of Overseas ‘l'rade 
by H.M. Stationery Office. Price 1s. 6d. net, 1s. 7d. post free. ] 























Notes on Trade. 


[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘ Journal,’’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authori- 
tative legal interpretations of the text of the documents 
themselves. | 








LATHE TOOLS. 


The Lathe Tools Research Committee of the Man- 
chester Association of Engineers have carried out a 
series of investigations, extending over several years, 
in connection with the heat treatment, form, durability 
and power consumption of lathe tools. At the request 
of the Association, the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research have now published the Report 
of the Committee, through H.M. Stationery Office. 
The aims of the Committee were to discover a heat 
treatment which could be recommended to give con- 
sistent results, to evolve a test which could be employed 
in the workshop as a measure of the durability of a 
tool, to ascertain the variations in the durability of tools 
corresponding to changes in the cutting speed, shape, 
cutting angle, nose radius, etc., and to investigate the 
component forces acting upon a tool and the power con- 
sumed during cutting. The results obtained by the 
Committee are of interest to all who are concerned with 
the use of lathe tools. 

* Manchester Association of Eugineers. Report of the Lathe 
Tools Research Committee. Published by H.M. Stationery Office, 
price 5s. net. 





GOODS POSTED TO DENMARK. 


The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at 
Copenhagen has forwarded translation of a Danish 
Customs Notice, which lays down the treatment to be 
applied after Ist January, 1923, to goods sent by post 
and subject to ad valovem duties. The Notice provides 
that the addressee must, before the arrival of the goods, 
be in possession of the original and duplicate invoices, 
signed by the seller. On the duplicate invoice the 
addressee must declare the correctness of the invoice, 
accepting responsibility for any false declaration, and 
must forward the invoice, without any other indorse- 
ment, to the Customs Post Bureau. 





GOODS SENT TO ARGENTINA BY LETTER 
POST. 

The attention of the Board of Trade has been called 
to a recent case in which a fine, equal to twice the 
amount of the Customs duty leviable, was imposed by 
the Argentine authorities in respect of certain goods 
sent from this country to Argentina by registered letter 
post. 

H.M. Minister at Buenos Aires points out in this 
connection that the Argentine Customs Regulations 
strictly forbid the dispatch to Argentina of goods liable 
to import duty by registered letter post, except on 
compliance with the prescribed formalities. Goods for- 
warded inthis manner are liable to be confiscated or are 
subject to a double duty, except in cases where previous 
notice has been given to the Argentine Customs 
authorities stating that certain goods (as described) 
are arriving by registered post by a certain steamer, or 
the approximate date when the goods are expected to 
arrive, and requesting the Customs authorities to fix 
the amount of duty to be paid. 





UNITED STATES BUSINESS CONDITIONS. 


The representative in London of the Irving National, 
Bank, New York, has been advised by cable that retail 
trade is good, and has yielded the highest results for 
thirteen calendar years. Jobbing trade is booming and 
December sales and mail order houses are the highest 
November exports. according to the Depart- 
the highest 


on record. 
ment of Commerce, were 383. imillion dols., 
since March, 1921. 
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Exhibitions and Fairs. 


BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1923. 


MusicaL INSTRUMENTS SECTION. 





The Federation of British Music Industries has co- 
operated with the Department of Overseas Trade with 
a view to making the Musical Instruments Scction of 
the British Industries Fair a representative one. The 
Federation has an office in the Section, which is the 
second secn by the visitor entering the Fair from the 
Uxbridge Road entrance. The first Seetion—the 
Chemical—was dealt with in last week’s “Journal” (see 
page 709). 

There will be a prominent co-operative exhibit by 
seven British manufacturers, whose lnstruments are 
known throughout the world, of very high grade pianos. 
Other firms also will show very high srade pianos, and 
there will be extensive exhibits of good and. reliable, 
but less expensive, instruments. 

Several interesting innovations in connection with 
gramophones will be shown, and are certain to attract 
much attention. A new type of record will be exhibited ; 
this record has the advantage of playing for from three 
to five times as long as an ordinary record of the same 
size, and iis makers claim fur it other advantages also. 

The Fair will demonstrate the progress made during 
recent years In the manufacture in this country of 
essential musical instrument parts; such parts were 
formerly mainly imported, and the United Kingdom 
musical instrument industry was badly hit when the 
war cut off supplies. Piano actions, for example, both 
for grand and for upright pianos will be on view at the 
Fair ; while on other stands will be shown gramophone 
motors of very high quality made by a well-known 
West End firm in a large works in the West of England. 

The application of electric power to gramophones is a 
development of impor.ance to many gramophone users, 
and those who are interesied in this aspect will find a visit 
to the Musie Section well worth while. 

The portable gramophone has a field of usefulness not 
open to any other model, and it is not surprising to find 
that British manufacturers have devoted much time and 
study to securing improvements in this type of instrument. 
The Fair willdemonstrate the great measure of success which 
has attended their efforts. 

On the score of quality British manufacturers have no 
need to fear comparison with any of their rivals. The 
improvements made in this country in the manufacture 
both of pianos and of gramophones are such that it may 
truly be said that the British piano and gramophone of 
to-day are in a totally different class from the corresponding 
production of five or six years ago. Nor can it now be 
urged that British prices are excessive. The difficulties 
which British manufacturers had to face immediately after 
the war were undoubtedly reflected in increased prices. 
But the reductions that have been made within the past 
twelve or eighteen months have restored prices to a reason- 
able level, and have removed all ground for the complaints 
concerning them which were so common a year or two ago. 





FOREIGN SAMPLES EXHIBITIONS AT 
BIRMINGHAM AND WALSALL. 

The Exhibitions of Foreign Samples held at the offices 
of the Birmingham and Walsall Chambers of Commerce 
on l4th and l5th December and 18th and 19th Decem- 
ber respectively were attended with excellent results. 
Over one hundred firms inspected the samples during the 
period of the two Exhibitions. The collection of fancy 
leather goods and travelling requisites created most 
interest, and, while the patterns did not suggest any- 
thing particularly new in design, many firms found some 
detail which was an improvement on their own goods. 
The prices quoted on the samples being those prevailing 
in September, October and November of this year, 
firms were able to make an accurate comparison with 
their own quotations. Except in the case of certain 
lines of German manufacture firms stated their ability 
to market their goods successfully in the United States 


and Sweden. Many samples were borrowed for repro-_ 


duction purposes, 
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The exhibits of aluminium-ware, enamelware, hard 
haberdashery, brushes and lamps were critically 
examined by interested firms, and full particulars of 
prices and styles were taken. 

Numerous enquiries for names of buyers in the various 
markets represented and information respecting export 
trade were received. 

It is considered that good business should result from 
the two Exhibitions. 





MARSEILLES COLONIAL EXHIBITION 


H.M. Consul-General at Marseilles reports that the 
Colonial Exhibition there, which closed on 19th 
November, may be regarded as an unqualified success, 
both as a work of Irench national and colonial propa- 
ganda and as a commercial undertaking. As the various 
Colonial Governments erected their pavilions at their 
own cost, the Commissariat-Général had only to meet 
the charges of general organisation of the enterprise 
and the construction of a few accessory buildings. It 
was originally hoped, therefore, that the Exhibition 
would show a credit balance, but the most sanguine 
never anticipated that—-as proved the case—a_ net 
profit of no less than 3,000,000 frances would be realised, 
even after deducting the heavy State taxes, which 
amounted almost to a similar sum. This handsome 
profit was due to a great extent to the sale of season 
tickets, which realised 2,700,000 franes, or more than 
four times the amount anticipated. 

The first four months of the Exhibition were somewhat 
disappointing to the organisers, for the foreign visitor 
and the Frenchman from other parts of the country 
held aloof, but towards the middle of September a 
change set in and from that time onwards almost up to 
the closing date large numbers of visitors, both native 
and foreign, passed through the turnstiles. The 
seamen’s strike at Marseilles also proved a ** blessing in 
disguise *” to the Exhibition, the receipts of which were 
swelled by the visits of thousands of travellers who found 
themselves stranded in Marseilles. 


FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, WHITE CITY, LONDON, AND 
CASTLE BROMWiCH AERODROME, BIRMINGHAM, 
February 19th to March 2nd, 1923: 


Lonpon.—Cutlery; Silver and Electro-plate; Jewel- 
lery; Watches and Clocks; Hard Haberdashery; Glassware 
of all Descriptions; China, Earthenware, and Stoneware; 
Paper; Stationery, and Stationers’ Sundries and Office 
Appliances; Printing; Bovks; Fancy Gouods, including 
Tobacconists’ Sundries; Leather Goods, including Travai- 
ling Requisites; Leather; Brushes and brooms; ‘Toys 
and Games; Sports Goods (including Sports Clothing) ; 
Scientific and Optical Instruments; Medical and Surgical 
Instruments and Appliances; Spectacle Ware and Opticians’ 
Supplies; Photographic and Cinematograph Apparatus and 
Requisites; Musical Instruments; l'urniture of Wood, Cane, 
and Wicker; Bedsteads and Bedding; Carpets, Linoleum, 
etc.; Basketware; Chemicals, Light and Heavy; Domestic 
Chemical Products; Drugs and Druggists’ Sundries; Per- 
fumery; Dyes, Foodstuffs (Prepared and Preserved) and 
Beverages; Confectionery (Suyar and Chocolate); Tobacco, 
Cigarettes, and Cigars. Apply to :—Department of Over- 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 

BrrMincHAM.—Lighting Plant for Electricity; Gas, 
Oil, etc.; Cooking Stoves and Utensils, including Alumi- 
nium, Enamelware, etc.; Foundry Appliances; General 
Hardware, including Builders’, Marine, and Household 
Ironmongery of all Descriptions; General Machinery of all 
Descriptions, and Small Tools; Mill Furnishing; India- 
rubber Goods for Industrial and Household purposes; 
Motor Cycles and Cycles; Accessories for Motor Cars, 
Cycles, and Aeroplanes; Weighing and Measuring Appli- 
ances, and Instruments; Sanitary Appliances; Paints, 
Colours, and Varnishes, and Painters’ Requisites; Railway 
Equipment ; Metals of all Descriptions (excluding Precious 
Metals); Agricultural and Horticultural Machinery; and 
Implevynts; Mining, Colliery. and Quarrying Plant; 
Brewing and Distilling Plant; Metal Furniture for House, 
Shop, Office. Garden, and Camp Use, including Bedsteads; 
Building Construction; Perambulators, Mailcarts, and 
Pushchairs; Saddlery and Harness; Firearms; Fishing 
Rods and Tackle; Tubes in Copper, Lead, Brass, and 
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Steel, and Steam, and Pipe Fittings; Architectural and 
Uruamental Metal Work, including Gates aud tlencing; 
Rupes of Steel and Hemp, Cordage, and String. Apply to: 
—ecretary, The Chamver of Commerce, 95, New Street, 
Birmingham. 
Seconp ScorrisH IpeAL Homes Exnisition— 
Edinburgh, January 3lst-february 14th, 1923. Apply :— 
Industrial Hall, Annandale Street, Edinburgh. 
Business Errictency Exuisirlion— 
Central Hall Westminster, S.W. 1. February 7th-17th, 
1923, from 12 noon to 9 p.m. daily. Admission free to 
Business Men. Organised by ‘he Office Appliances 
Trade Association, 37, Strand, London, W.C. 2. 
DuNnDEE Mopern Homes ExHIBiTIoON— 
February 2Ist-March 38rd, 1923. Organised by J. R. 
Hainsworth, Caird Hall, Dundee. 
IpeaAL Homes Exuibition-— 
Olympia, March 4th-17th, 1923. Organised by 
Associated Newspapers, Ltd., 130, Fleet Street, 
London, E.C. 4. 
BREWERS’ AND ALLIED TRADE EXHIBITION— 
Industrial Hall, Edinburgh. March 14th-24th. Organ- 
ised by ‘T. Williamson, Esq., Industrial Hall, Annen- 
dale Street, Edinburgh. 
PHOTOGRAPHIC Farr— 
Holland Park Hall, March 15th-24th, 1923. Apply 
to :—Organising Secretary, Sicilian House, Southamp- 
ton Row, London, W.C. 1. 





OVERSEAS. 


BRAZILIAN CENTENARY EXHIBITION— 
ito DE JANEIRO. 

British SECTION. APPLY TO :-—-DEPARTMENT OF OVER- 
sEAS Trane, 35, OLD QUEEN Srreet, Lonpon, S.W. lL. 

INTERNATIONAL Motor ExHIBITION— 

Rio de Janeiro, November Ist-March 31st. In connection 
with the Brazilian Centenary Exhibition. Particulars 
may be obtained from the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 
(Reference F.B. 7394.) 

Paris INTERNATIONAL AERO EXHIBITION- 

Grand Palais, December 15th-January 2nd, 1923, 

DRUSSELS SALON Db AtrrOMOBILE 
January th 24th, 1928. 

AMSTERDAM MvuToR AND CycLe SHOW— 

February 9th-18th, 1923. Organised by ‘* Vereeniging 
Rijuielen en Automobiel-Industrie. (Particulars obtain- 
able from Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 

New York EXuHIsBIrion oF INVENTIONS— 

Grand Central Palace, February 17th-22nd, 1923. 

BELGIAN AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY EXHIBI'r1ON— 

Brussels, February 17th-26th, 1923. Organised by 
Societé Mecanique et d’Industrie Agricole. 

Brussets Motor Cycite aND CycLe EXxuHisir1ion— 

Palais d’Egmont, February 24th-March 7th, 1923. 
Apply to :—Secrétariat Général, 64, Rue de Enseigne- 
ment, Brussels. 

ZAGREB SAMPLES FAIR— 

March, 1923. 

Lyons Spring Farr— 

March Ist-15th, 1923. 

PRAGUE SAMPLE Farr 
March 11th-18th, 1923. Official Representative for 
Great Britain, Mr. J. Sykora, 26, Gloucester Road, 
London, N.W. 1. 

BARCELONA INTERNATIONAL SAMPLES Fatr—— 
March = 17th-28th. Organising 
Antonio Lopez 15, Barcelona. 

SoutH ArFrican RAnp Strow-- 

March 28th-April 2nd. Organised by the Witwaters- 
rand Society. Apply to Secretary, Natal Bank 
Chambers, Market Street, Johannesburg. 

CoLoGNne SaMPLes I*ain— 

Spring, 1923. 
Mitan Sampces Fatr— 
April, 1923. 

Turin PHOTOGRAPHIC AND CINEMATOGRAPH Exuipirion— 

April, 1923. Apply to :—Chamber cf Commerce, Turin. 

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL EXHIBITION— 

New York. April 9th-14th, 1923. Particulars may be 
obtained from the Department of Overseas Trade. 

Brussets ComMERCIAL Farr— 

April 9th-25th, 1923. 

Swiss SamMpries Farr— 

Basle, April 14th-24th, 1923. 





Committee, Plaza 





[Note.—The above list is not intended to include all forth- 
coming Fairs and Exhibitions throughout the world, bat only 
to cover some of the more important ones, especially those of 
interest to the British manufacturer. Information regarding 
Exhibitions and Fairs other than those mentioned above is on 
file and may be obtained on application to the Exhibitions and 
Fairs Division, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1 
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RIVER MURRAY COMMISSION REPORT. 


According to the Report for the year 1921—22 of the 
River Murray Commission, forwarded by H.M. Senior 
Trade Commissioner in Australia (Melbourne), the following 
works were proceeded with by the respective Constructing 
Authorities in accordance with the designs authorised 
by the Commission, namely :--the Hume Reservoir, the 
Weir and Lock at Vorrumbarry, the Lake Victoria Storage, 
the Weir and Lock No. 9 and the Weir and Lock No. 3. 

The work of construction on Weir and Lock No. 1 
(Blanchetown), South Australia, which was commenced 
prior to the ratification of the River Murray Agreement, 
was further advanced during the year. 

Designs and estimates were submitted by the Construct - 
ing Authority for South Australia for a further weir and 
lock (No. 5), near Renmark, and proposals were forwarded 
to the Commission by the New South Wales and Vietorian 
Constructing Authorities for a weir and lock near Went- 
worth (No. LQ). 

(Juarterly progress reports were furnished to the Ceornr- 
mission during the year by each Constructing Authority 
covering details in connection with the whole of the works 
mp course of construction. sury evs, Investigations, ete... anel 
while it is realised that i} will not he possible to secure the 
completion of the whole ef the works provided for, the 
(Commission 1s of opinion that the progress made mn con- 
nection with the works in hand during the pertod under 
review 1s satisfactory. 

very effort will he made to advance the construction of 
outstanding works with a view to thew completion at an 
carly date. 

Tho (C‘OrNISSTOL, while recognising the Necessity for 
miaintamine unimterrupted efforts im regard to the works 
now in hand, particularly the Hume Reservoir, and the 
Lake Victoria Storage, gave consideration to the advisa- 
bility of drawing up a programme of works to be under- 
taken in conjunction with the works now jn hand, and on 
completion thereof. 

A suggested programme of work and expenditure to 
the year 1933-54 was accordingly consi:lere:L by the Com- 
mission and copies were forwarded to the Constructing 
Authorities for New South Wales, Victoria and South 
Australia, 


BRITISH INDIA. 
OVERSEAS TRADE IN OCTOBER. 


(From H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner.) 








CALCUTTA. 

The trade returns of British India for the month of October, 
1922, published by the Department of Statistics, showed an 
improvement in the values of imports and exports as com- 
pared with the preceding month. Imports were valued at 
Rs. 22,91 lakhs against Rs. 18,23 lakhs in September and 
exports also showed an increase of Ks. 29 lakhs over the pre- 
ceding month, amounting to Ks. 20,66 lakhs, while re-exports 
were valued at Rs. 97 lakhs, against Rs. 1,22 lakhs. As compared 
with the corresponding month of last year imports decreased 
by only 2 percent. and re-exports by 8 per cent, while exports 
increased by 20 per cent. Treasure on private account showed 
a net import of Rs. 3,52 lakhs as against Rs. 3,91 lakhs in the 
preceding month and Ks. 3,33 lakhs in October, 1921. The 
import and export figures of gold and silver during the seven 
months ending October, 1922, compare as follows with those 
of the corresponding period of last year :— 





Seven months ended October 




















1922. 1921. 

Rs. (lakhs). Rs. (lakhs). 
Gold imported ea sai ila 20,99 5,64 
(iold exported vn vite we 4 16,23 
Silver imported —... _ as 9,47 9,39 
Silver exported —.., — sh 2,26 | 1,54 





BALANCE OF TRADE. 


Measured by the statistics of merchandise, treasure, enfaced 
rupee paper, etc., the balance of trade was against India to 
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the extent of lis. 3,86* lakhs in October. as compared with 
a favourable balance of Rs. 10 lakhs in September and an 
adverse balance of Rs. 8,50 lakhs a year ago. In the seven 
months ended October, 1922, there was a favourable balance 
amounting to Rs. 9,30* lakhs as against an adverse balance of 
Rs, 13,61 lakhs in the corresponding months of the preceding 
year. 
Imports AND Exports oF MERCHANDISE IN OCTOBER. 


The following table shows the value of imports and exports 
(1) for October, 1922, with the increase or decrease as com- 
pared with September, 1922, (2) for October, 1922, as com- 
pared with October, 1921, and (3) for the seven months ended 
October, 1922, as compared with the corresponding period of 
last year. 

Increase (+) or decrease (~)in 


Month of Month of October, 1922, compared 
October, 1922. September, 1922. with September, 1922. 


Rs. (lakhs), Rs. (lakhs). Rs. (lakhs). Per cent. 
Imports ...... 22,91 18,23 + 4,68 +25°7 
Exports ...... 20,66 20,37 + 29 + 1°4 
Re-exports... 97 1,22 — 25 —20°5 


Increase (+-) or decrease (—) 
in October, 1922, com- 
pared with Octobe r, 1921. 


Month of Month of 
October, 1922. October,1921. 


Ks. (lakhs). Rs. (lakhs). Rs. (lakhs). Per ‘cent. 
Imports ...... 22,91 23,37 — 46 — 2°0 
Exports ...... 20,66 17,14 + 3,52 + 20°5 
Re-exports... 97 1,06 — 9 — §°5 


Increase (+) or decrease (—) 
Seven months ended in the seven months ended 
October, October, 1922, as compared with 


1922. 1921. the corresponding period of 1921. 

Rs (lakhs), Rs. (lakhs). Rs. (lakhs), Per cent. 
Imports...... 133,39 147,67 —1428 —97 
Exports...... 155,24 122,14 +33, 10 +27°1 
Re-exports... 7,97 7,80 + 17 + 2°2 


CHANGES IN IMPORTS. 


As compared with October, 1921, the imports of food, drink 
and tobacco decreased by Rs. 1,87 lakhs, and raw materials by 
Rs. 60 lakhs, while manufactured articles rose by Rs. 2,19 
lakhs. The decrease in the imports of articles of food, drink 
and tobacco was due to a heavy decline of Rs. 1,90 lakhs in 
the imports of sugar 16 D.S. and above of which the quantity 
declined from 112,600 to 61,200 tons and the value from 
Rs. 3,89 lakhs to about Rs 1,99 lakhs. Under raw materials 
the imports of coal and raw cotton accounted for a decrease 
of Rs. 52 lakhs and Rs. 18 Jakhs respectively. Of manu- 
factured articles the imports of cotton piece-goods, mostly 
grey, increased in quantity from 114 million yards to 178 
million yards and the value rose by Rs. 2,02 lakhs to Rs. 6,52 
as compared with October last year. There were, however, 
decreases under railway plant and rolling stock (—Rs. 68 
lakhs), and electrical instruments (—Rs. 13 lakhs), while all 
other important items in this group showed an improvement. 


VARIATIONS IN EXPORTS. 


As regards Indian exports, food, drink and tobacco, com- 
pared with October, 1921, increased by Rs. 2,31 lakhs, 
Nis. 1,61 lakhs of which is due to increased rice shipments 
and Is. 69 lakhs to an improvement in the exports of tea; 
raw materials and produce also rose by Ks. 73 lakhs, chietly 
owing to increases of Ks. 1,65 lakhs and Rs. 49 lakhs in the 
exports of raw jute and seeds respectively, although there was 
a heavy decrease of Rs. 1,77 lakhs in raw cotton. Of the total 
shipments of 81,000 tons in raw jute, exports to the United 
Kingdom amounted to 25,500 tons as against 15,100 tons a 
year ago. Germany and the United States also increased 
their demands and took 17,000 tons and 15,000 tons respectively. 
Manufactured goods showed an increase of Rs. 54 lakhs, due 
to an increase of Rs. 83 lakhs in the exports of jute yarns and 
manufactures, which was partly set off by a decrease of Rs. 18 
lakhs in cotton goods. The shipments of gunny bags con- 
tracted after a sharp rise in the preceding month and were 
valued at Rs. 1,46 lakhs as against Rs. 1,53 lakhs in October, 
1921, while exports of gunny cloth showed an improvement of 
Rs. 87 lakhs. The United States, as usual, took most of the 
cloth exported, followed by Argentina, Canada, and the 
United Kingdom. 


TRADE WITH THE UNITED KinGpom, THE UNITED STATES 
AND JAPAN, 


The share of the United Kingdom was 62 per cent. of the 
imports in October, 1922, as compared with 59 per cent. in the 
preceding month and 57 per cent. a year ago, while her share 
in the export trade increased to 28 per cent. in October from 





° These figures do not snke into account Rs. 81 lakhs wr" Rs. 5,56 
lakhs respe ctively, being the values of railway materia's imported 


direct hy State Railways working under company management which: 


are not paid for in the ordinary way. 
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25 per cent. in September, 1922, and in October, 1921. The 
shares of Japan and the United States were respectively 5 and 
4 per cent. under imports and 5 and 12 per cent. under ex- 
ports, as against 3 and 7 per cent. under imports and 13 and 
10 per cent. under exports in the corresponding month of 
last vear. 

MovVEMENT OF SHIPPING. 

The tonnage of vessels entered into British India and 
cleared outwards with cargoes from and to foreign countries 
and British Possessions during October amounted respectively 
to 542,009 and 580,000 as against 482,000 and 555,000 in 
September, 1922, and 641,000 and 494,000 a year ago. The 
tonnage entered into and cleared from british India in the 
seven months ending October, 1922, was 3,835,000 and 
4,249,000 respectively, which compares with 3,674,000 and 
3,648,000 in the corresponding period of last year. 





NOVEMBER TRADE RETURNS. 

A cable received from the Director-General of Commercial 
Intelligence, Calcutta, by the Indian Trade Commissioner in 
London gives the following particulars of the trade, etc., of 
British India during November :— 





Treasure. 





General Merchandise. ig 
| Exports | 

Imports. | including | Imports. | Exports. 
| re-exports. | | 





Rs. (lakhs).! Rs. (lakhs). Rs. dak), Rs. (lakhs). 
November, 1922 ...| 20,64 | 28,83} : 3.0 4 
November, 1921... 26,40 19,92 | 3.é ~ 69 


| 








The above figure of Rs. 28, 381 lakhs inulies re- oeeatin of 
Rs. 1,84} lakhs. The re- exports in Nov oy 1921, were 
ts. 1,25 lakhs. As compared with October, 1922, the position 
has much improved by a fall in imports er a large rise in 
exports. In that month the imports of merchandise amounted 
to Rs. 22,91 lakhs, and the exports to Rs. 21,623 lakhs, against 
Rs. 20,64 lakhs and Rs. 28,834 lakhs respectively during the 
month under review. In treasure, both the imports and 
exports have decreased as compared with the previous month, 
when they were Rs. 3,84 lakhs and Rs, 32 lakhs respectively, 
as against Rs. 3,01 lakhs and Rs. 4 lakhs in November, 1922, 
During October last the balance of trade, including bullion and 
rupee paper movement, was against India by Ks. 3,86 lakhs, but 
the preponderating excess of exports over imports in November 
has altered the position with a favourable balance of Rs. 5,96 
lakhs. The following table shows the monthly balance of 
trade in the years 1920-21, 1921-22, and 1922-28 : — 


MontTsHiy BALANCE OF TRADE. 
Figures are in lakhs of rupees and include bullion and rupee 
paper movements. -+ denote balance in favour of India and 
— as adverse balance :— 


| Year 1920-21. Year 1921-22. | Year 1922-25. 





| 
| 





en 


—. = 








April we - + 13,87 — 6,85 + 4,17 
May ee oes + 5,74 — 2,00 | + 3,48 
June ove we - 2 — 1,67 ; — 1,11 
July _ _— — 3,14 + 1,35 | + 32 
August... os — 9,36 | + 2,34 | + 2,96 
September i —~469 |; + 938 | + W 
October... ae — 10,32 | — 8,65 | — 3,8 
November... we — 11,07 | — 9,22 | + 5,96 
December ... site — 9,02 | — 2,55 — 
January ... ose — 8,97 — 4,12 | — 
February ... —- - 7,03 — 59 | — 
March ... see — 4,86 + 1,42 | — 





TONNAGE OF VESSELS ENTERED AND CLEARED IN 
NOVEMBER. 


Entered : 541,000 tons as compared with 542,000 tons in 


October, 1922. 
Cleared: 559 ,000 tons as con ipared with 581,000 tons in 


October, 1922. 





CANADA. 





PULP AND PAPER EXPORTS IN OCTOBER 


(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
TORONTO. 
The exports of pulp and paper from Canada in October were 
valued at 10,405,433 dols., a small increase over the previous 
month, when the value was 10,332,283 dols. Compared with 
October, 1921, however, when the value was 8,953,225 dols, 
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this year shows an increase of 1,452,208 dols. Details for 
October, 192 21 L and 1922, are as under :— 








October, 1922. 


—_——— 





| 








October, 1921. | 
; 
| 
| 





























Cwt. | Value. Cw t. . alue. 
Dols. Dols. 
Paper : | 
Newsprint... 1,314,157 | 5 5,510,604 | 1,631,042} 5,811,954 
Book paper sla 2,239 B 718 | 6,983 49,035 
Other paper - -- 397 | —~ 607,977 
ws cE ams) 6,468,966 
Pulp: | | 
Sulphate (kraft) ... 244,079 | 281,777 875,876 
Sulphite (bleached) | 111,147] 459, 613| 361.497] 1,482,687 
Sulphite (unbleached)} 271,018 | = 852,341 368,215 885,601 
Mechanieal... ne 557,188 | | 1,031,859 528,705 742,303 
1,183,432 | 3,087,506 | 1,540,194} 5,936,467 





It will be seen that exports of all grades of paper and pulp, 
except mechanical, show considerable increases over the cor- 
responding month of 1921, so far as quantities are concerned. 
The fall in prices accounts for the failure of the values to 
appear in like proportions, 


PRINCIPAL DISTINCTIONS, 


The principal countries of destination of these imports in 
October were as under: - 





Paper. | Pulp. Total. 
Dols. | Dols. Dols. 
United States of America 5,510,897 | 3,170,843 | 8,681,740 
United Kingdom... én ... | 182,406! 520,776 703,182 
Other Countries ... _ 775,663 244,848 | 1,020,511 














| 6,468,966 | 3,936,467 | 10,405,433 


Exports oF PuLtre Woop. 


Pulp wood exports for the month were 93,403 cords, valued 
at 992,934 dols., compared with 94,351 cords, ‘valued at 974,568 
dols., in September. In October, 1921, the exports were 47,208 
cords, valued at 587,674 dolls. For the first seven months of 
the fiscal year ending 81st October there is a noticeable gain 
over the previous year, both in pulp and paper, as the following 

table shows: —- 


aun 


| April. October, 1921. | April-Oc tober, 1922, 


























Cwt. v alee. Cwt. Value. 
Dols. Dols. 
Paper : 
Newsprint ... -- | 6,671,514 136,788,367 10,917,028 38,702,094 
Book paper... eee 14,673 176,736 26,330 186,304 
Other paper | — 2,281,124 — 3,647,239 
| — 39,246, 22 — 42,535,637 
Pulp: | | 
Sulphate (Kraft) ... | 1,135,882] 4,104,846 1,739,644 5,331,771 
Sulphite (bleached) 770,707 | 3,666,996 1,894,649 7,193,809 
Sulphite (unbleache d) 1,348,930 | 4 ,950, 205 2,593,881 6,396,660 
Mechanical... .- 2,646,604 | 6,169,618 3,719,012 5,187,429 








| 5,900,123 |18,891,665 9,947,186 24, 108, 669 


1D xports of pulp weod for the seven months period were 
599,415 cords, valued at 6,222,835 dols., compared with 468,591 
cords, valued at 6,134,459 dols., for the corresponding months 
of 1921. 





TANGANYIKA TERRITORY. 





TRADE REPORT FOR 1921. 


The trade depression previously in evidence continued 
throughout the year under review, states the Tanganyika 
Trade Report for 1921, published by the Tanganyika 
Government Printer at Dares Salaam. This was particu- 
larly noticeable in the domestic exports, the value of which 
shows a decrease of over 40 per cent. on the previous year. 
The slump in the home and Continental markets, together 
with the adverse rates of exchange, affected the chief 
exports. The value of imports shows a decrease of 17°8 
ver cent. on the year, which was mainly due to the decline 
in the value of the rupee, the general fall in the cost of 
certain manufactured articles, and reduced freight rates. 
The trade of 1921, exclusive of bullion and specie, but 
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inclusive of Government imports (£200,590), was valued 
at £2 815,759, made up as follows : — 


— _— ee — ey 


1921, | 1920. 











£ £ 
Imports ... ons soil wes nied 1,426,125 1,734,731 
Exports _ 7 — 1,246,870 2,021,481 
Transit... oe an -_ _ 142,764 236,155 
2,815,759 3,992,367 





THE ‘Cate F Imports. 
The comparative values of the principal items of import 
for 1920 and 1921 are as follows :— 











1921. | 1920. 
xg | £- a 

Cotton piece-goods _ sien 587,908 | 811,552 
Foodstutts 129,157 | 208,006 
Building materials (including cement | 

and galvanised i iron sheets) . ai 36,714 | 51,011 
Kerosene and motor spirits... eee 49,069 62,649 
Cigarettes... on ves om ona 15,990 48,877 
Coal bi ge «20> Oe oe 25,419 16,369 
Spirits — ... ons ina eed on 35,603 37,054 
Tobacco ... ais aie as ied 25,645 46,040 
Wines and beer ... _ _ bia 16,586 19,822 
Machinery _ 37,830 13,626 
Sundry iron and steel manufactures... 34,218 14,553 








Cotton Piecre-Goops. 

This item accounted for 41-2 per cent. of the total value 
of imports. The decrease as compared with 1920 was 
mainly due to the decline in the value of the rupee, which 
affected the value of imports from India (direct or through 
Kenya and Zanzibar) of grey unbleached, dyed and 
coloured cottons, representing about 70 per cent. of the 
total import value of these lines from all countries. Grey 
unbleached cottons form the largest portion of the per- 
centage and include a large proportion of Japanese manu- 
facture. The trade with India in dyed and coloured cottons 
has appreciably increased. 


DIRECTION OF IMpoRT TRADE. 

The value of the import trade with the principal countries 
shows a marked increase as regards the United Kingdom, 
viz., from 1,897,806 florins in 1920 to 3,314,311 florins in 
1921, owing chiefly to the advantage taken of obtaining 
direct shipments. Trade with Kenya and Zanzibar was 
partly affected by this diversion and partly by the 
decrease in the value of imports originating from India 
consequent on the decline of the value of the rupee. 

There was a noticeable increase in the direct trade with 
foreign countries, the principal items of imports and 
countries affected being :— 

United States of America.- 
and tools, and machinery. 

France.—Spirits, wines, cotton piece-goods and cotton 
manufactures. 

Germany.—Salt, beer, earthenware, enamelware, hard- 
ware, implements and tools, unenumerated iron or 
steel manufactures and machinery. 

Netherlands.—Provisions, manufactured tobacco and 
cotton piece-goods. 

The value of the import transit trade, mainly to the 
Belgian Congo and Belgian Administered Territory, 
amounted to £52,554 compared with £84,946 in the previous 
year. 


-Hardware, implements 


THE Export TRADE. 

The value of domestic exports shows a decrease of 40°3 
per cent. from that of 1920. It will be observed from the 
following tables of the main items of export that the chief 
decreases appear under sisal, hides, skins, beeswax and 
ghee. Appreciable increases are noticeable in the quan- 
tities of copra, coffee, groundnuts, grain and sim sim :— 








| 1920. 1921. | 1920. / 1921, 











Fs. Fs. 





Sisal hemp ... Tons 16,663 7,923 5,718,872 2,381,714 
Cotton , Lb. | 2,168,317 2,456,442 1,645,653 1,186,199 
Hides... ... Owt. 44,969 | 5,016 2,012,172 116,428 
Skins, sheep and 

goats wo. Owt. 4,364 2,121 486,476 116,202 
Copra... ... Cwt. 88,080 90,288 453,553 1,003,182 
Cottlee... o Cwt. 42,861 76,557) =—-1,368,678 1,385,966 
Groundnuts ... Cwt. 64,751 168,960 785,222 1,414,753 
(thee ... . Cwt. 15,059 12,600 667,489 317,928 
Grain ... _Cwt. | 371,379 | 388,977 2,531,716 1,831,443 
Beeswax poe — 5,256 | 3,677 281,300 | 114,087 
Sim sim Cwt. 17,133 27,707 262,986 | 288,630 
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OcEAN SHIPPING AT THE TERRITORY’S PoRTs. 

The facilities for the reception of ocean tonnage at Tan- 
ganyikan ports increased during the year under review. 
The following summarises the nationality of vessels 
arriving and Jeaving during 1921 :— 


| Steamers, | Net Registered 





_—--— 


Nationality. | No. Tonnage. 

British wa: | 163 403,586 
Italian = a a 6 1h 84 
Portuguese ee “_ ae ig: 4 4 15,148 
French _ ae — _— aie. 4 14.318 
Norwegian _ sia _ 4 2 876 
Duteh a a aie om las 14 38,706 
Russian ... _ __ naa on 4 3 | 9 381 
196 =| 497,996 


CoASTAL TRADE. 

During the year 176 coastal steamers of a net registered 
tonnage of 47,041 visited the Ports of Dar es Salaam, Tanga 
and Lindi. 

Customs DUTIEs. 

The following sums were collected during the past two 

years :— 


———— 











| Imports. Exports. | Total, 

2 & € 
1920 ' .. | 170,075 | 25,300 195,375 
1921 | 177,263 | 4,966 182,229 





THE OUTLOOK FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY. 


There seems no indication of any improvement in trade 
conditions in the immediate future. Some time must 
elapse before any appreciable increase in the exports of 
raw materials may be expected ; this will depend largely 
on any improvement in the home and Continental markets, 
the activity exercised in the development of the plantations 
which have been sold by the Custodian of Enemy Property, 
and the capability of the railways to deal with traffic. 

The Mining Regulations came into operation in June, 
1921, and considerable interest has been evinced in pros- 
pecting for minerals, particularly coal, gold, diamonds and 
asbestos. Mica mines are being developed and large sums 
have been expended in prospecting for coal. 

The timber industry shows signs of activity in the forest 
areas of the Northern portion of the Territory. 





EUROPE. 
NETHERLANDS. 








INDUSTRY IN SEPTEMBER QUARTER. 


According to “Economic Intelligence” (The Hague), the 
economic crisis in the Netheriands did not lose anything of 
its acute character in the third quarter of 1922. 

Conditions in the pottery works in and near Maastricht, for 
instance, were far from flourishing, and inactivity was an 
outstanding feature in other districts. Reports on the manu- 
facture of coarse pottery, however, showed that there was 
sufficient work to keep the available labour occupied. 

The export demand for Gouda tobacco pipes did not show 
appreciable movement. Bottle making was in a deplorable 
condition. Not only were several factories closed down, but 
the results of those that continued working were far from en- 
couraging, stocks accunwating owing to decreased sales. As 
to the manufacture of glow-lamp globes, one of the under- 
takings reported that its contracts with Aierica had come to 
an end, and that orders received from France were at 
unprofitable prices. The plate-glass works which gradually 
resumed work after the strike in the preceding quater, had 
few orders on hand. 

The diamond industry encountered a better demand for 
cut diamonds in the United States, but otherwise conditions 
were stagnant. The rose diamond industry continued unsatis- 
factory. 

The typographical industries (including bookbinding) con- 
tinued to find the amount of work coming in decreasing. 

The chemical industry was still largely affected by unfavour- 
able circumstances, in spite of an occasional revival in some 
factories, 

The timber trades were also far from flourishing. The 
clothing industry suffered in a large measure from German 
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imports and manufacturers of collars, shirts and cuffs had to 
face keen Czecho-Slovakian competition. 

The shoe factories and tanneries were closed down or, with 
a few exceptions, working on a very moderate scale. 

The rubber industry (tyres and other rubber articles) also 
show an all round decline. 

The situation in the metal industry showed great resemb- 
lance to that in the preceding quarter. According to most of 
the reports, new orders were very searce, and could only be 
secured at unremunerative prices. 

There was general slackness in shipbuilding yards, both as 
regards constructional and repair work. 

Though the cigar industry continued to experience extreme 
dullness, the number of idle members of the trade unions 
(in the aggregate 17,500 members) fell from 8,736 at the end 
of June to 1,746 at the end of September, and the number of 
workinen partly unemployed from 993 to 567. 


— — 


rw 


AFRICA. 








TUNIS. 





TRADE OF THE REGENCY, 1921-22. 
The returns of Tunisian foreign trade for the years 1915, 
1920 and 1921 show the following figures :— 





Year. Imports. Exports. Total. 
Frs. Frs, Irs. 
1913 144,254,678 178,663,605 322,918,285 
1920 635,562,552 337,057,488 872,620,040 
1921 721,700,155 672,893, 886 1,394,594,041 








There is thus for 1921 a total increase of about 43 per 
cent. over the previous year, with a particularly marked 
rise in exports, the value of wnich was almost 100 per cent. 
higher than that for 1920. The explanation of this increase 
is mainly to be found in the general, though temporary, 
revival of trade after the war, permitting of the renewal of 
stocks and of repairs to machinery by local merchants and 
producers, in the very good yield of the cereals crop, 
especially compared with the previous year; and in the 
withdrawal of various war-time restrictions on trade. 

In his Report* for 1921—22, however, the Acting Britixh 
Consul-General at Tunis (Mr. C. F. W. Andrews) states 
that as a means of comparison between the tirade for the 
last two or three years and that for previous years the 
above figures may prove very misleading. Such a com- 
parison is complicated (1) by the difficulty——-applying to 
most countries——of estimating the exact extent to which 
allowance should be made both for the depreciation of 
French currency and for the inflation of prices generally ; 
and (2) by certain changes introduced in 1920 by the Tuni- 
sian Customs authorities in their methods of assessing the 
value of exports. 

As a result of these changes the rate of assessment for 
1920 is three times that for 1919 ; so that the establishment 
of a proper comparison between the respective values of 
exports for those two years would necessitate the figure 
for 1919 being trebled, thus making 202,000,000 K 3 = 
606,000,000 frs., as against 337,000,000 frs. for 1920—in 
reality a decrease of almost 50 per cent. for the latter 
year. 

The question of the depreciation in exchange and in the 
purchasing power of money raises problems that exceed 
the scope of this report ; but a more correct film of the 
movement of the country’s foreign trade during the three 
years given above may perhaps be obtained by reducing the 
foregoing figures to their corresponding values in United 
States currency (one of the nearest to gold standard value) 
at the average rate of Franco-American exchange for each 
vear. The results thus obtained, expressed in sterling 
on a parity basis between gold sterling and gold dollars, 
are as follows :-— 











Year. Imports. Ix ports. Total. 
f £ L 
1913 ne 5,770,187 7,146,544 12 916,731 
1920 8 784,555 4,658,707 13.443, 262 
1921 - 10,691,854 9 968,798 20,660, 652 





The balance of trade has nearly always been on the side 
of the imports for the past thirty-five years, during which 
period the total amount of imports exceeded that of exports 
by some 695 million francs. It must not be assumed, how- 
ever, that the Regency is steadily impoverishing itself. 
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A new country, so far mainly agricultural, and progressively 
developing and perfecting its economic outfit, must needs 
import large quantities of manufactured products, the 
value of which is likely to be higher than that of the raw 
material which for some time must form the greater portion 
of its supplies to other countries. 


CHiEF Import NEEDS or TUNISs. 
The principal requirements of Tunisia comprise 
machinery, especially agricultural, coal and other fuel, 
rough metals, manufactured articles of all kinds, textiles 
and cotton goods, Colonial produce, foodstuffs, and a certain 
amount of cereals of a different nature from her own. 
Tunisian products consist mainly of cereals, wines, olive 
oil, fruit and vegetables, phosphates, metal ores, esparto 
grass, and hides. 

TRADE WITH FRANCE. 

The amount of the Regency’s trade with France by far 
exceeds that with any other country. Imports from 
France during 1921 reached 50-93 per cent. of the total, 
whilst Tunisian exports to that country amounted to 4]-72 
per cent. Entries of Algerian products represented a 
percentage of 6-16, and exports to Algeria, 1-88 per cent. 

The Tunisian fiscal system is protective, and is primarily 
intended to favour French trade, the tendency in this 
i becoming more marked every vear. A large 

iy of articles of French origin enter the country free 
1: duty, the remainder coming under the same treatment as 
those from other countries. Since 1914 the ad valorem duties 
previously existing have, in practically all cases, been 
replaced by specific duties based on weight or measure. 
The Tunisian Government are considering, together with the 
Governments of France and Algeria, the establishment, 
as from Ist January, 1924, of a Customs union between 
Tunisia, France and Algeria, to be characterised by com- 
plete free trade between the three countries, and by the 
application to foreign goods of a Customs tariff common to 
all three. 


ye 
‘ ~+-ANM 


SRITISH TRADE WITH TUNIS. 

The same reserves, in the matter of comparisons, as 
have been made regarding the general foreign trade of 
this country must naturally apply to the figures relating 
to the commercial activity between the Regency and the 
United Kingdom. Together with each of these, as shown 
below, is given its approximate sterling equivalent, both 
at the average Paris—London rate of exchange for the year, 
and on the basis of a gold standard value. Another 
barometer in this regard is to be found in the percentage 

















represented by British trade in the total of Tunisia’s 
foreign commercial relations. 
I.—Imports. 

| Total value imported from United 

| Kingdom. 

ee ee, eee 

| Sterling equivalent on Percentage 

Year, | basis of :— of Total 

| In French Imports. 

| Currency. Gold Average rate | 

| gf me q between Paris | 

; ovancara. and London. 

| Frs. | £ £ 
1915 14,398,581 575,9 13 575,943 9°98 
1920 | 69,224,888 956,819 1,312 339 10°89 
1921 coo | 1,015,352 1,338,991 9°50 


68,536,263 











Il.---Exports. 


Total value exported to United 
Kingdom :— 


| Sterling equivalent on Percentage 














Year, basis of :— of Total 
In French Exports. 
Currency. | Average rate 
Gold | between Paris 
” ; aris 
Sta: dard. | and London, 
Irs. £ | £ 
1913 15,589,111 623,564 | 623.564 8°73 
1920... | 41,491,735 574,868 788,469 12°34 
192] 64,947,732 962,188 | 1,268,882 9°65 





The total trade between the United Kingdom and the 
Regenev of Tunis thus represents an amount of 133,483,995 
frs. for 1921, as against 110,817,623 frs. for 1920, i.e., an 
increase of 22,666,372 frs. Imports from the United 
Kingdom, though showing a decrease of 689,625 frs. from 
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the importer’s standpoint, in reality constitute a small 
increase of £26,652 to the British exporter, the average 
rate of exchange between the two countries having fallen 
since the previous year from about 52-75 frs. to 51-185 fers. 
to the £. 

COAL. 


TMrports or BRITISH 


The chief British supplies to Tunisia are coal, cotton 
fabrics, and machinery. Imports of coal for 1921 showed 
a distinct improvement over those for 1920. During the 
war, and up to the middle of 1921, a number of coal con- 
sumers, owing to the difficulties in procuring coal anc to the 
verv high prices demanded for it, took to burning charcoal 
or wood. Prices being still on the downward grade, it is 
more than probable that imports will gradually reach their 
pre-war level. 

Imports OF BririsHh TEXTILES. 

Imports of cotton fabrics from the United Kingdom show 
a decrease since the war, especially when compared with 
those from France. The respective shares of the two 
countries in that line have moved as follows :— 


From United Kingdom. 








| From France. 
| 








1915. 1920. 1921, 1913. 1920. 1921. 
- 
Tons. | Tons. | Tons. Tons. Tons. | Tons. 
(Juantities.... 1,458 846 | 1,376 1,587 1083 | 920 


Per cent. Per cent.!Per cent. Per cent.|Per cent.|/Per cent. 
Percentage | | | | 
of total im- | | 
ports of | 
cotton tis- 








sues from 
all destina- | 
tions 32°9 30°6 49°‘5 35°8 39°] 33°0 





Thus for the first time in 1921 the total amount of those 
imports from France has exceeded that from the Unite 
Kingdom by almost 50 per cent. An important reason for 
this successful French competition is said to be found in the 
increasing adaptation of French manufacturers to the 
native tastes. British exporters of cotton goods must be 
prepared every day for still more determined efforts on the 
Tunisian market on the part of French manufacturers, 
favoured not only by the present high exchange, but 
especially by the protective Customs policy of the Tunisian 
Government. 

Since the end of 1919 the 5 per cent. ad valorem import 
duties on cotton goods other than of French or Algerian 
origin have been replaced by specific duties varying from 
62 to 1,560 frs. per 100 kilogs. net. <A recent Beylical 
Decree (19th July, 1922) increased these duties by 80 per 
cent., but this percentage is indicated as being only tem- 
porary, a definite increase of 400 per cent. being provided 
for at some future date. French cotton fabrics enter free. 

OproORTUNITY FOR DRITISH AGRICULTURAL 
MACHINERY MAKERS. 

As regards machinery a more serious effort might be 
made in Tunisia by British manufacturers of agricultural 
machinery. The leading suppliers of the market are the 
United States, who, since the end of hostilities, have inun- 
dated the country with that class of goods, particularly 
tractors, to the extent of causing a considerable overstocking 
of the market and a consequent depression in the trade. 
French and Algerian makes, however, favoured by a pre- 
ferential Customs tariff, a more approachable rate of 
exchange, and lower freight expenses, come in a good 
second, whilst it is not without interest to find Germany 
third on the list for both 1920 and 1921. The fourth 
place is occupied by British machines, imports of which 
amounted in value for 1920 and 1921 respectively to 
531,270 frs. and 341,304 frs. out of totals of 14,305,405 frs. 
and 11,723,821 frs. French machines enter the country 
free of duty, whilst foreign machines other than German 
are charged an import duty of 150 frs. per ton. Spare 
parts and detachable pieces pay a variety of duties ranging 
from 120 to 400 frs. per ton. 


ASIA. 
SIAM. 











FOREIGN TRADE OF BANGKOK, 1921-22. 

According to statistics published in “The Record,” the 
organ of the Bangkok Board of Commercial Development, the 
value of imports into Bangkok during the official year ended 
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3lst March, 1922, was 133,723,000 ticals as compared with 
147,332,000 ticals in the preceding year. 


PRINCIPAL IMPORTS. 


Cotton manufactures to the value of 25,317,000 ticals was 
imported during the year under review ; in the previous year 
the value was 82,634,000 ticals. Imports of metal manu- 
factures were valued at 9,939,000 ticals against 10,241,000 ticals 
respectively, imports of silk manufactures at 5,024,000 t'cals 
against 4,159,000 ticals, imports of tobacco, cigars and 
cigarettes at 4,800,090 ticals against 5,471,000 ticals, those of 
manufactured sugar at 4,574,000 ticals against 2,879,000 ticals, 
and those of gunny bags at 4,561,000 ticals against 1,926,000 
ticals. 

Export TRADE, 


The value of exports from Siam through the port of 
Bangkok during the year was 164,496,000 ticals as compared 
with 66,138,000 ticals in the year ended 31st March, 1921. 
This increase of 98,358,000 ticals was entirely due, however, to 
the larger shipments of rice. These reached a record quantity 
at 21 million piculs of a value of 138,231,000 ticals against a 
value of 28,976,000 ticals in the previous vear. Exports of 
teak in 1921-22 were valued at 7,111,000 ticals against 
12,350,000 ticals in 1920-21. 





LATIN AMERICA. 





BRAZIL. 





COFFEE SHIPMENTS FROM SANTOS. 


(From the British Vice-Consul.) 
SANTOS. 
The following table shows the amount of coffee shipped 
from the port of Santos during the months of September and 
October, and its destination :— 





Country. September. October. 





Bags (60 kilogs.) Bags (60 kilogs.) 





United States of America... 409,638 746,171 
Holland sie _ _ 65.858 42,038 
France ... sn ™ _ 44,053 173,958 
 f- _— -_ sit 40.072 34,357 
Germany _ _ 21,051 | 12,015 
Sweden ... bail _ ses 20,177 16,400 
Belgium ie ose ~ 16,561 14,364 
Argentina ini _ _ 13,912 9,241 
Denmark iii — ie 12,228 16,388 
Egypt ... we ne pee 5,750 7,375 
United Kingdom _ sae 3,312 3,162 
Norway... : = - 1,625 1,500 
Sundry = (ineluding — other 
Brazilian ports) —«-. ‘a 1,999" 5, 002+ 
Total .. 656,236 1,081,971 





* Includes 1,056 bags to Syria. 
+ Includes 2,500 bags to Finland. 
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Commercial Treaties and 
Arrangements. 





UNITED KINGDOM—DENMARK. 


—y 





AGREEMENT REGARDING WRECKS. 





An exchange of Notes took place on 23rd November, 1922, 
between His Majesty’s Government and the Government of 
Denmark respecting the interpretation of certain paragraphs 
in the Agreement regarding wrecks between the British and 
Danish Governments. 

The full text of the Note addressed by the Danish Minister 
to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs is printed below 
(the corresponding Note addressed to the Danish Minister is 
couched in similar terms) :— 


“My Lorp,—With reference to previous correspondence 
regarding the interpretation of certain paragraphs in the 
Agreement entered into force on 30th November, 1920, 
respecting matters of wreck, between the Danish and British 
Governments, as formulated in Mr. Balfour’s note of 28th 
September, 1918, to M. de Grevenkop-Castenskiold, I hereby 
beg leave to place on record the interpretations to the said 
document on which [ understand that agreement has now 
been reached. 

(1) Section 2 of the Agreement providing that ‘If any 
vessel of one of the Contracting Parties shall run 
aground or be wrecked upon the coast of the other, such 
vessel, and all parts thereof, and all furniture and 
appurtenances belonging thereunto, and all goods and 
merchandise saved therefrom, including any which may 
have been cast into the sea, or the proceeds thereof, 
if sold, as well as all papers found on board such 
stranded or wrecked vessel, shall be given up to the 
owners or their agents when claimed by them. If there 
are no such owners or agents on the spot, then the 
same shall be delivered to the British or Danish 
Consular Officer in whose district the wreck or strand- 
ing may have taken place upon being claimed by him 
within the period fixed by the laws of the country,’ 
shall hereafter be interpreted to mean, that the release 
of a vessel, wrecked prope:ty or yroceeds, to the 
Consular Officer, only relates to property, etc., belong- 
ing to the country which he represents, and, that the 
Consular Officer within a reasonable period, when there 
are no owners or agents on the spot, shall procure a 
power of attorney, authorising him to act on the 
owners’ behalf, but that the requirement of the said 
power of attorney shall not delay the recognition of the 
Consular Officer’s right to take possession of property, 


etc. 

(2) In Section 3 of the Agreement providing: ‘In the 
case either of a vessel being driven in by stress of 
weather, run aground or wrecked, the _ respective 
Consular Officers shall, if the owner or master or other 
agent of the owner is not present, or is present and 
requires it, be authorised to interpose in order to afford 
the necessary assistance to their fellow-countrymen.’ 
The sentence ‘in co-operation with the local authorities ’ 
has to beadded parenthetically after the word ‘interpose.’ 

“T venture to ask your Lordship to be good enouzh to 

confirm that the British Government has no objections to the 
above-mentioned interpretation, and to suggest, that your 
reply will be sufficient to place the assumed understanding 
upon formal record. 

“T have the honour to be, with highest consideration, 

“My Lord, 
‘Your most obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) “ AHLEFELDT- LAURVIG,”’ 


— 
—_ 





COLONIAL PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


A list of Colonial Publications on Trade and other subjects 
recently received and filed for reference at the Enquiry 
Office, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, 8.W. 1. :— 


Australia : 
Report on Commonwealth Railways, 1922, with Appendices. Price 
Is. 9d. 


Commonwealth Government Sugar Control ; Accounts from 19th 
July, 1915, to 31st March, 1922. 

Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works. Report, 
together with Minutes of Evidence relating to the proposed 
establishment of an Auton itic Telephone Exchange at Canter- 
bury, Victoria. Price 64. 

Speech by Commonwealth Treasurer in reply to Criticisms of the 

udget. 

Nastharn Toasters. Report by Sectional Committee of Parliament- 
ary Standing Committee on Public Works on various matters 
appertaining to the Territory, other than the proposed North- 
South Railway. Price 3d. 
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Shipping and Transport. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 
GOVERNMENT RAILWAY AND VESSELS. 


The Government of British Guiana has hitherto main- 
tained a service of steamers in and about the Colony, and 
finds it desirable to provide for the management and carrying 
on of the Government Railway and vessels by one Department, 
states the Official Gazette of British Guiana, of 11th November. 

It has therefore enacted an Ordinance, cited as the Colonial 
Transport Ordinance No. 3 of 1922, interpreting the terms, 
constitution, control and management of the Colonial Trans- 
port Department and its equipment. 

The Gazette may be seen by United Kingdom firms 
interested, on application to the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Shipping and Transport Section), 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 2. 











CEYLON. 
SHIPPING AND HARBOUR WORKS. 


The total number of vessels entering the various ports 
of the Island during 1921 was 3,621, with a tonnage of 
9,134,066, a decrease of 371 vessels and a tonnage of 
584,002 as compared with the previous year, states the 
Ceylon Annual General Report. The following table shows 
the number and tonnage of the vessels under four general 
heads for these two years :— 








1921. 


No. | Tons. To. 
| 








Merchant vessels (with cargo | 
2,030 | 6,551,830 








andin ballast) .. ... 2.016 5,830,177 
Merchant vessels (called to coal) 639 | 2,205,698 967 | 3,171,546 
Native sailing vessels... - 881 = 91,590 867 86,737 
Warships and transports* ... 71/| 284,948 142; 629,608 

3,621 9,134,066 | 3,992 9,718,068 








* Warships’ displacement tonnage. 

The bulk of the shipping flew either the British or British 
Colonial flags, the respective figures for 1921 and 1920 being : 
British, 1,474, of 4,448,308 tons, and British Colonial, 881, 
of 91,590 tons, as compared with 1,389 and 867, of 3,674,155 
and 86,737 tons respectively. 

Of other countries the principal were : The Netherlands, 
129 ships, of 601,723 tons ; Japan, 169 ships, of 688,958 tons ; 
France, 85 ships, of 392,393 tons; Italy, 51 ships, of 178,488 
tons ; United States, 35 ships, of 133,521 tons; and Ger- 
many, 20 ships, of 81,414 tons. 

Of the vessels under the principal foreign flags, those 
under the Norwegian flag show a considerable falling off, 
the respective figures for 1921 and 1920 being 25 ships, of 
31,169 tons, and 50 ships, of 74,279 tons. The twenty 
vessels which entered under the German flag were the first 
since the cessation of war. 

Harsour Works. 


The construction of and arrangements in connection 
with the new oil depots at Colombo, and the work of pre- 
paring the site for the oil installations depot at Kolonnawa, 
are almost complete. Thetotal excavation will be completed 
when it is found convenient to demolish the existing build- 
ings at present being used as offices. It is estimated that 
on final completion of the depot the area developed will 
amount to over 83 acres. Four prominent oil companies 
have already taken up allotrnents at the depot, and have 
constructed or are constructing the necessary storage tanks. 

The discharge jetty on the northern side of the Graving 
Dock Guide Pier and the two bunkering jetties inside tne 
North East breakwater, together with the work in connec- 
tion with the two main pipelines—-10 inch line for fuel 
oil and 8 inch line for kerosene—connecting the discharge 
jetty at the harbour with the exchange station at the oil 
installations depot, Kolonnawa, has been completed. The 
pipe lines from the measuring tanks to the bunkering 
jetties are also nearing completion. 

The necessary plant required for propelling oil has been 
installed at the harbour, and Kolonnawa pumping stations 
and branch railway line from the main line to the Kolon- 
nawa oil depot has been completed and is used temporarily 
for transport purposes in connection with the oil installa- 
tion depots. 

Considerable progress has been made wih the harbour 
rail extensions connecting the main line with the harbour 
direct in the vicinity of the graving dock, and the work of 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 

















739 


~ — 
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connecting the existing lines in the Customs premises south 
of the passenger jetty with the existing harbour lines near 
the Harbour Engineer’s present premises is finished. 


LAKE DEVELOPMENT SCHEME. 


The constructional work connected with the lake 
development scheme is nearing completion. The lake to 
harbour canal is complete, except for the fendering of the 
Main Street and Norris Road bridges and the entrances to 
the locks. The canals from the harbour to the locks and 
the additional basis have been dredged to a depth of 74 
feet below mean sea level; when dredging is complete the 
depth will be 10 feet. 

An area of 14,200 square feet of the Lakeside warehouse 
has been completed and is being temporarily used for 
storing Government cement and paper but the completion 
of the full area of this warehouse has been postponed. 





RUSSIA. 





WINTER OPENING OF PETROGRAD PORT. 


H.M. Assistant Official Agent at Petrograd states that 
it is the intention of the Soviet authorities to make every 
endeavour to keep the port of Petrograd open for navigation 
throughout the winter of 1922-23. This will be the first 
time since the port’s creation that it is not to be closed to 
navigation during the winter. 


— 


VENEZUELA. 








SHIPPING, TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICA- 
TIONS. 


In his recent Report* on the Economie and Financial 
Conditions in Venezuela, H.M. Minister at Caracas states 
that 1,061 vessels with a tonnege of 1,252,903 entered 
Venezuelan ports in 1921 as compared with 1,112 vessels 
with a tonnage of 1,267,145 in 1920. The first place, 
measured by net tonnage, is now held by the Netherlands 
with 189 vessels of 290,387 tons, followed by France 
(68 vessels of 265.586 tons), United States (165 vessels 
213,260 tons), and the United Kingdom (74 vessels of 
202,630 tons). The Netherlands tonnage, with regular 
fortnightly services of passenger steamers between Europe 
and Venezuela and of cargo and passenger steamers also 
fortnightly between Venezuela and New York, has increased. 
from 95,850 in 1919 (10°6 per cent. of the total tonnage 
entering Venezuelan ports) to 290,387, 23:2 per cent. of the 
whole, in 1921. 

RAILWAY FACILITIES. 

With the exception of the short extension (10 kilometres), 
of the Central Railway of Venezuela, from Yare to Ocumare 
del Tuy, and not yet entirely completed, there are no 
railway developments to record. 

Including the short coast tramway from Maiquetia to 
Macuto, receipts from all railways totalled Bolivares 
16,756,859 in 1921, as compared with Bs. 18,007,600 
in 1920, working expenses having remained practically 
stationary at Bs. 11,754,928 in 1921 as compared with 
Bs. 11,672,993 in 1920. The average ratio of operating 
expenses to total revenue for all lines was 66°80 per cent. 
in 1919, 64°82 per cent. in 1920 and 70°15 per cent in 1921. 
Increased working charges were due chiefly to high prices 
of fuel and in a less degree to higher wage bills. ‘The lowest 
operating rates are on the native railway, the Gran Ferra- 
carril del Tachira in the Maracaibo District (46°77 per cent.) 
and the La Guaira-Caracas Railway (British) 54°5 per cent. 
in 1921; and excluding the two short native lines at 
Carenero and Guanta (serving the coal mines of Naricual), 
the highest (90°68 per cent.) on the Bolivar Railway 
(British). The ratio was 87°60 per cent. in 1920. 


Roap WorK. 

After the great activity shown in recent years by the 
Ministry of Public Works on road building, a halt has now 
been called in view of falling revenue. Work has not 
however, been entirely suspended, in particular it is being 
continued on a number of suspension bridges, of wood, 
wire and cement, or chiefly materials produced in the 
country. The journey between Caracas and Ciudad 
Bolivar can now be made in three or four days by motor- 
car during the dry season. 

*Published for the Department of Overseas Trade by H.M, 
Stationery Office. Price 1s, net, 1s, 14d, post free. 
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Minerals and Metals. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 





PRODUCTION, SALES, AND SHIPMENTS 
IN OCTOBER. 
The Imperial Mineral Resources Bureau has received 


from the Department of Mines, Union of South Africa, 
the following statistics relating to minerals and metals: 





Monty oFr OcroBer, 1922. 


Value. 


Quantity. 
Fine ounces. 


Gold output oe = oe we =. 279,249°496 | 3,293,050* 


Silver (sales and shipments) ... ... | 143,069°804 23,250 
Carats. 
Diamonds ... _ ” _ - 58,870°97 210,004 
Tons. 
(2,000 lb. ) 
Coal {total sold) ... _ si ™ 851,589 291,121 
(at pit’s 
Copper Ore and Cuncentrates (sales and mouth) 
shipments) il -_ - jis 112-05 6,291 
Tin Concentrates and Metallic (sales and 
shipments) _ we se _ 33°6 3,859 
Other Base Minerals(salesand shipments) -- 24,688 








Total value (£)... o _ 





(The figures are subject to revision.) 


* Value calculated at the standard rate of £4°24773 per fine ounce. The 
Transvaal Chamber of Mines estimates the value of the October gold output 
at £4°600 per fine ounce, which would represent an increase of £273,098 in 
the total value of the month’s output. 





NIGERIA. 





OUTPUT OF UDI COLLIERIES, 1921-22. 

According to the Administrative Report on the Nigerian 
railways and Udi coal mines for the year ended 31st March, 
]922, the output of coal from the Government Colliery 
reached the record total of 194,072 tons during the year under 
review, or an increase of 13,950 tons over the production for 
the previous year. 

Owing to the trade slump which affected the demand for 
coal, the output at the mines had to be curtailed compulsorily 
since November, 1921, by reducing the number of shifts 
worked per day and working days per week. The three 
separately ventilated mines, Udi, Iva and Obwetti, worked 
continuously throughout the year without any stoppages 
caused by falls of roof or mechanical breakdowns. 

DrEVELOPMENT Work. 

During the first three quarters of the year the development 
of coal (which is still worked on the “ Board and Pillar” 
system, was pressed in order to keep the mines well ahead of 
the demand for coal. In the last quarter of the year develop- 
ment was stopped and attention paid to the finishing of all 
the smaller ventilated districts which were working on 
extraction of pillars, i.e., “ robbery.” The No. 4 seam, which 
overlies the main working seam, still proved difficult to work 
owing to its thin section and the difficulty of getting labour to 
work in it, but headings have been driven into this seam, both 
at Iva, Udi and Obwetti. 

During the year the Iva “ Sirocco Fan” has been converted 
into a double inlet fan, and is now producing 125,000 cubic 
feet of fresh air per minute, with a water gauge of 0-7 inches. 
The Udi* Sirocco Fan” is producing 60,000 cubic feet of air 
per minute, with 0°6 inches of water gauge, with the new fan 
engine which was erected during the year, 

The Udi Incline, which is about 300 feet in vertical height, 
has been satisfactorily changed from a seif-acting jig to a self- 
acting gravity endless haulage working at 2 miles per hour, 
thus saving breakages and eliminating danger. The Iva Rock 
Tunnel endless haulage has been erected, also the boilers for 
it. The Little [va winch haulage has been taken out owing to 
the retreating of the coal face making this haulage unnecessary. 
The foundations for the endless haulage at Udi have been 
completed, the additional boiler erected, and the engine itself 
is in course of erection. | 

WaTER Suppty. 

The Udi mine water supply has been made permanent by 

the installation of two Tangye’s steam pumps at the Obwetti 


River, which pump to a reservoir holding 8,000 gallons at Udi 
Mine Level. 





Textiles. 


GERMANY. 
HAMBURG COTTON MARKET. 


(I’rom HM. Consul-General.) 








HAMBuna. 

The favourable parity in price between East Indian and 
American cotton continues, but is less marked in spite of the 
decline in American cotton. German consumption of cotton, 
which was regarded last year as an important factor in the 
American export trade, will be one of considerably less 
importance this season, It is believed, however, that the 
German market will be receptive for cotton waste and the 
relatively cheaper South American cottons. Stocks of Comrah 
cottons, the price of which has recently fallen substantially, 
are available. Various consignments are reported to have 
been shipped to Hamburg from China. Cotton imports at 
Hamburg from all sources during November totalled 16,338 
bales. 


RUSSIA. 
EXPORT OF FLAX. 


The British Commercial Mission at Moscow reports that, 
according to the '*Torgovo Promyshlennaya Gazeta,” the 
“Gosplan ” (State Planning Department) have sanctioned the 
export of two and a half million poods of flax during the year 
commencing October, 1922. The paper states, however, that 
applications have been made for licences for the export of 
over five million poods, mainly by the following organisa- 
tions :— 











Poods. 
Lnocentr (The Central Association of Flax Growers) 1,000,000 
Centrosoyuz (All Russian Co-operative Organisation, 
including Moscowand Petrograd Consumers’ Societies — 
Mpo and Pepo) — ... ji ... | 2,000,000 





Gostorg (State Trading Department) —... sn 1,000,000 
Lnotorg (State Trust ie sie ves 500,000 


Kxport |leences for an amount of 1,500,000 poods were 
issued in Moscow and Petrograd during October and 
November, among those who received licences being the 
following :— 

Gum (State Universal Stores); 
Gosselskliad (State Agricultural Stores) ; 
Khleboprodukt, and others. 

The report adds that representatives of the flax industry 
have raised the question of a reduction in the quantity allowed 
for export, pointing out as their motive that the position of 
the world flax market is unsteady and that it would not be 
possible to realise Russian flax to advantage. 


_ — 


BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED. 


** Cost of Marketing Grain” 








(with explanatory wheat 


‘price chart), by James E. Boyle, Ph.D., Professor of 


Rural Economy College of Agriculture, Cornell University. 

Australia : the Coming Cotton Country. by C. H. Chomlev. 
Printed by the Cable Printing and Publishing Company, 
Ltd., 30/32, Cross Street, Islington, London, N. 1, for the 
* British Australasian,’ 51, High Holborn, London, W.C. 1. 
Price 4d. 

Ice and Cold Storage Trades Directory for 1923. Pub- 

lished by Messrs. Iliffe and Sons, Ltd., Dorset House, 
Tudor Street, London, E.C. 4. Price 10s. 6d. (Post free 
lls. 3d.). 
The present (eighteenth annual) edition has been 
revised and brought up to date with the addition of 
of over six hundred new names in the Alphabetical 
Section, and with the corresponding insertions in the 
Classified Trade Section. Several new headings have 
been added for the first time, thus again marking 
the ever-increasing application of refrigeration to new 
branches of trade. A leading feature of this Directory is 
the list of vessels fitted with refrigeration, and in this sec- 
tion a large number of new vessels are included, while many 
former vessels have had to be inserted under new names 
owing to the assignment of certain ships to new owners 
under the Reparation Clauses of the Peace Treaty. 

The tables in the front portion of the book form one 
of the most complete sets available for any refrigerating 
engineer. For the present edition many of the tables 
have been recalculated while others have been changed 
for new ones of more modern data. <A list is given as 
usual, with full details, of refrigerating patents granted 
during the past year, and companies registered whose 
articles of association include refrigeration. 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


CANADA. 











LABELLING OF PROPRIETARY MEDICINES, 


An Order in Council dated 20th November, 1922, issues a 
Regulation under the Proprietary or Patent Medicine Act with 
respect to the labelling of proprietary or patent medicines 
offered for sale in Canada. 

The Regulation provides that there shall be afiixed by paste, 
mucilage or other adhesive to each actual container, whether 
bottle, box or other receptacle in which the medicine is sold or 
distributed or offered for sale, a label on which shall be clearly 
printed, forming an inseparable part thereof, the number under 
which the proprietary or patent medicine is registered with the 
words “ Proprietary or Patent Medicine Act,” together with 
the manufacturer’s name and address and, where Scheduled 
Drugs are employed in the composition of the preparation 
registered, the proportion of each Scheduled Drug contained 
in the registered article shall be printed on the same label. 





GRENADA. 





ADDITIONAL EXPORT DUTIES. 


An Order in Council dated 80th October, 1922, imposes, with 
effect from 1st January to 3lst December, 1923, export duties 
on the following articles at the rates shown below in addition 
to the duties already leviable on those articles unde. the xxport 
Duties Ordinance, viz. :-- 

ApprzionAL Export DUTIEs. 


s. d. 

Cocoa, per ewt. or fractional part eee ae a. 
Cotton ™ - ig 0 7 
Cot‘on seed ,, - bi .- O 3 
ee 


Nutmegs ,, 





NEW ZEALAND. 





r '). ‘ i ’ ‘ 

IMPORTATION OF DOGS FROM GREAT 

TY 
BRITAIN. 

The Board of Trade are informed by the High Commissioner 
for New Zealand that he has received a cablegram from his 
Government to the effect that it has now been decided to 
permit the introduciion of dogs from Great Britain into the 
Wominion, subject to the ordinary regulations governing such 
importations and to the further condition that on arrival 
animals must undergo six months’ quarantine. 





NIGERIA. 





OF LAW RELATING TO 


INVOICES. 

Adverting to the Notice published at page 567 of the “ Board 
of Trade Journal” for 16th November regarding a proposed 
almendment to the law relating to invoices, an Ordinance 
assented to on 16th November (No. 36 of 22) amends the 
Customs Ordinance, 1916, by providing, inter alia, that 
invoices of goods may be delivered to the Customs authorities 
in Nigeria, attested by the declaraiion of the owner thereof in 
the case of goods consigned by principals to their agents in 
Nigeria, and by the declaration of the consignor or supplier of 
the goods in other cases. Formerly such invoices were required 
to be attested by the oath of the owner or consignor as the 
case may be. 


AMENDMENT 





FOREIGN. 


ANGOLA (PORTUGUESE WEST AFRICA). 


PROHIBITION OF IMPORTATION, SALE, 
1TC., OF SPIRITS, ETC. 


H.M. Consul-General at Loanda has forwarded a translation 
of a Decree No. 200 and dated 26th October, revising the 
liquor regime in the Province, the issue of which was notified 
at page 541 of this “Journal” for 9th November. For the 
purposes of the Decree alcoholic beverages are understood as 
comprising, apart from alcohol and raw _ spirits, brandy, 
cognae, gin, whisky, liqueurs and other similar beverages 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





whatever be the kind or nature of the alcohol they contain. 
Under its provisions the importation, trade, distribution, sale 
and possession of alcoholic beverages as above defined and of 
distilled or fermented beverages containing essential oils or 
chemical products recognised as injurious to health, such as 
thuione, star anise, benzoic aldehyde, salicylic esters, hyssop 
and absinthe are prohibited, whilst the legislation relatine to 
the prohibition of the manufacture of aicohol and alcoholic 
beverages in the Province remains in force. The prohibition 
of the importation of alcoholic beverages, the sale to natives, 
as well as the prohibition of the importation by land, of wines 
and beers of whatever kind, type or origin takes effect as from 
the date of publication of the Decree. 

Under Art. 3, the sale or supply of molasses for the use of 
natives is prohibited. 

Samples, to the extent of two bottles of each particular 
brand, of such beverages as may be permitted to be imported 
must be submitted to the Department of Agriculture for 
analysis if this has not already been done within a period of 
two years, and Customs clearance may not be effected until 
the result of such analysis is reported. Beverages found to 
contain prohibited ingredients are to be destroyed and the 
result of the analysis published in the “ Official Bulletin.’? 
All alcoholic beverages found in the | rovince, at the expiration 
of six months from the date of publication of the Decree, in 
contravention of the regulations, will be sei-ed and destroyed. 

Such alcoholic beverages as already exist in the Province 
may be exported free of export duty. 





FRENCH EQUATORIAL AFRICA, 


TH 7 , | YT TD" i ry 
MODIFICATION OF CERTAIN IMPORT 
DUTIES. 

The “ Journal Officiel ” (Paris) for 16th December contains a 
Presidential Decree, dated 15th December, which provides for 
the imposition of import duties, at the rates shown, on the 
following goods, of any origin. when imported into that part 
of French Equatorial Afriea contained in the Conventiona! 
Basin of the Congo, viz. :— 





Import Duty. 
Ir. Cts. 


Cocoa beans.............. vecseeesee LQ) kilogs. net 52 OO 
Coffee beans......... ee eee 100 kilogs. net 78 OO 
Common WoOO0d...........cccces 100 kilogs. gross 1 75 
Fine wood and scented wood ........... ods iets ree 
The duties on common wood are to be increased by 
“coefficients of increase” equal to those applied to the 


duties on similar goods in I‘rance. 





GERMANY. 





V\r r ee 

EXPORT OF COMPOSITION 
) ) ; rqy NV 
PROHIBITED. 

The “ Deutscher Reichsanzeiger ” for 19th December con- 
tains ‘a Proclamation, dated 16th December and effective as 
from ist January, 1925, which prohibits the exportation 
from Germany, except under licence, of composition wax 
( Wachshompositionen) falling under Tariff No. 249, 


WAX 





Ty PR’ TINY rT Fra TOT fn 
IMPORT DUTY ON USED CLOTHING, ETC., 
. Y y 
REDUCED. 

The “ Rechszollblatt”’ for 6th December contains an Order 
of the Ministry of Finanee which temporarily reduces by 
90 per cent. as from 23rd November the import duty on the 
following articles provided that they are immediately handed 
over, under Customs control, to the consumer without profit 
to the importer :— 

Used underclothing (shirts, hose) falling under Tariff Nos. 
434, 460, 518 and 519; 

Used clothing (trousers, vests, coats, overcoats) falling 
under Tariff Nos. 518 and 519; 

Footwear (weighing more than 600 grammes per pair) 

. r . : -— 

falling under Tariff No. 556; and 

Blankets (weighing more than 200 grammes per sq. 
metre) falling under Taritf No. 432. 





PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 

The “ Deutscher Reichsanzeiger ” for 22nd December con- 
tains a Proclamation, dated 2lst December, which reduces to 
186,900 per cent., for the period 27th December to 2nd January, 
the surtax or “agio” levied when the “ gold” duties of the 
German Customs Tariff are paid in paper currency. 

(The surtax for the period up to 26th December was 189,900 
per cent. | 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 
GREECE, 


PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 
H.M. Charge d’Afiaires at Athens reports that the Minister 
of Finance has issued a cireular in virtue of which, as from 
19th December, 10 paper drachmae (instead of 5.60 dr. as 
before) have to be paid for each gold drachma of Customs 
duty specified in the Customs Tariff, except in the case of 
wheat, flour and petroleum. 


GUADELOUPE (FRENCH WEST INDIES), 


IMPORT, SALE, ETC., OF POISONOUS 
SUBSTANCES. 


The importation into, and the trade, possession, or use in 
Guadeloupe of poisonous substances is governed bythe French 
Law of 12th July, 1916, which was promulgated in the Colony 
by a Presidential Decree of 22nd December, 1916. The 
“ Journal Officiel ” (Paris) for 15th December contains a Presi- 
dential Decree, dated 9th December, which prescribes 
regulations for the administration of this Law in Guadeloupe. 

The text of the regulations, which are similar to those at 
present enforced in France by a Decree of 14th September, 
1916, may be consulted by persons interested on application to 
the Tariff Section of the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Old Queen Street, London, 8. W. 1. 














— | 


POLAND. 
PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


With reference to the notice under the above heading at 
pp. 357-8 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 28th September, 
it should be noted that H.M. Commercial Secretary at Warsaw 
has forwarded translation of an Order making additions to the 
list of goods the duties on which are subject to a surtax of 
149,900 per cent. when paid in paper. The additions to the 
list, which is operative as from 15th December, are as 
follows :— 











Tariff N 
ariff No. 
110 Salts and compounds containing gold, silver and 
platinum ; silver nitrate. 

All organic compounds of iodine ; compounds of bis- 
inuth, bismuth oxide, basic nitrate of bismuth, 
bismuth salts from gallic, tannic and other acids ; 
compounds of mercury: sublimate, calomel, cin- 
nabar, mercuric oxide and its salts. 

135 Organic synthetic colouring compounds and their 

principles ; pigments ; varnish pigments. 


ex 112 





Li.M. « ommmercial Secretary also reports that, as from 15th 
December, the duties on goods which are not included in 
the list referred to above, nor in the four lists published at 
pp. 621-3 of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” for 830th November, 
are to be subject to a surtax of 99,900 per cent. when paid in 
paper. 

In both the above cases the previous surcharge of 49,900 per 
cent. will be applied for a further 30 days after 15th December 
to «90ds which were dispatched by rail or steamer by 14th 
December, or which were stored in government, railway or 
private bonded warehouses on 15th December. 





ROUMANIA. 
EXPORT OF POPPY SEED. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Bucharest has forwarded 
copy and translation of a Decision of the Roumanian Council 
of Ministers which permits the export from Roumani‘a of 
poppy seed on payment of an export duty of 40,000 lei per 
wagon. This tax is payable in a high valuta, and is considered 
as equivalent to, e.g., £57 sterling. No commission tax is 
payable. 





—E — 


RUSSIA. 


REGULATIONS REGARDING IMPORT AND 
EXPORT. 

H.M. Representative at Moscow has forwarded the following 
translation of an announcement of the Commissariat of 
Foreign Trade dated 10th November, and published in the 
“Ekonomicheskaya Zhizn’’ for 22nd November, regarding 
procedure in the case of export and import operations : 

I. In erder to carry out export and import operations, all 
State, economic and co-operative institutions and organisa- 
tions, without exception, as well as private persons, must 











obtain a permission (licence) or certificate of the Licence . 


Department attached to the Control Division of the Com- 
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missariat of Foreign Trade, or of the Licence Departments 
attached to regional branches of the Commissariat of Foreign 
Trade. In this connection— 

(a) All purchases and sales abroad by State under- 
takings, co-operative institutions and private persons, 
if within the compass of the State plan, as also all opera- 
tions of the Gostorg (State Trading Department) on a 
commission basis, must be covered by permissions 
(licences). 

(6) All purchases and sales abroad under the State 
import and export plan, as approved by Gosplan (State 
Planning Departiment) must be covered by certificates. 

II. Both permissions and certificates are issued by the follow- 
ing Licence Departments of the Regional branches of the 
Commissariat of loreign Trade within the limits of their own 
districts: Petrograd, Kharkov, Archangel, Minsk, Vitebsk, 
Simferopol and Rostov; in Tiflis for the Trans-Caucasian 
Republics (for purchases and sales in all foreign territories), 
in Tashkent (for purchases and sales in Mongolia, Afghanistan 
and Persia), in Orenburg (for Mongolia and China), in Novo- 
Nicolaevsk (for the Far East). and in Astrakhan (for Persia). 

The Licence Department of the Central Division of the 
Commissariat for Foreign Trade in Moscow issues permissions 
and certificates to institutions of the central districts of 
Russia, and within its discretion for all districts of the 
R.S.F.S.R. 

Ill. To obtain permissions or certificates, institutions and 
persons submit applications to the corresponding Licence 
Departments (Bureaux). The applications must indicate 
the precise quantity, specification and description of the goods, 
conditions of sale and prices, If contract of sale exists, five 
copies must be attached. Stamp duty has to be paid. 

1V. The applications submitted and the papers attached 
are examined in the Export Bureau of the Licence Depart- 
ment, consisting of representatives of the Commissariat of 
Foreign Trade, the Supreme Council of National Economy, 
and of the Workers and Peasants’ Control respectively. 

Notr.—A fee is charged in respect of licences granted 
to private persons and organisations, such fee amounting 
to 2 per cent. of the sale value (in case of export abroad), 
and on the purchase value (in case of import into the 
R.S.F.S..R). The licence fee is collected in foreign 
currency by trading representatives of the R.S.F.S.R. in 
countries of sale and purchase. 

V. The Customs pass goods for export abroad on presenta- 
tion of a permission or certificate issued by the corresponding 
Licence Department. In case of import from abroad the 
Customs require, in addition to the permission, an order for 
the receipt of the goods issued by the trading representative 
of the R.S.F.S.R. in the foreign country concerned. 

VI. All goods from abroad are addressed to the importers 
and cleared by the Customs on presentation by the importers 
of a document from the corresponding Licence Department 
entitling the consignees to receive the goods from the 
Customs. 

VII. Complaints regarding the actions of the Licence 
Department of the Control Division must be made to the 
Collegiate of the Commissariat of Foreign Trade through the 
Control Division. Complaints regarding the actions of the 
Licence Departments under the regional representatives of 
the Commissariat for Foreign Trade are submitted to the 
Collegiate through these representatives. 





SERB-CROAT-SLOVENE KINGDOM. 


DUTY-FREE ADMISSION OF SHIPBUILDING 
MATERIALS. 


H.M. Minister at Belgrade has forwarded translation of 
regulations issued by the Ministry of Finance and published 
in the “Sluzbene Novine” for 11.h December, providing for 
the duty-free importation of articles necessary for the con- 
struction and fitting of ships. 

The following concerns are permitted to import under the 
conditions set out below :— 

(a) Shipbuilders who construct or repair ships inde- 
pendently as industrialists or handicraftsmen and possess for 
that purpose an equipped shipyard ; 

(b) Home shipping concerns possessing shipbuilding yards 
either for the construction or for the repair of ships, or 
possessing specially equipped workshops for ship-repairing ; 

(c) Home shipping companies and shipowners ; 

(d) Foreign shipping companies which maintain specially 
equipped workshops in the Kingdom for the repair of their 
own vessels. 

Importers are required to apply to the Customs authorities 
for permission to import the articles in question duty-free, 
forwarding a certificate that they come within the descriptions 

iven above and that the articles to be imported serve 
exclusively for shipbuilding or the fitting or repair of ships. 
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Appended to the Regulations is a list of articles (published 
below) which may be imported duty-free without import permit, 
until further notice, on the strength of a certificate granted by 
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry to the effect that the 
articles in question are not found in sufficient quantities or 
manufactured in the Kingdom. The certificate is to be 
attached to the Customs declaration. 


List OF ARTICLES WHICH MAY BE IMPORTED Duty-I’REE UNDER 
CERTIFICATE OF THE MINISTRY CF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY. 

1. Wood which does not grow in the Kingdom, e.g., teak, 
pitch pine, legno santo, and exotic fine woods for cabinet 
making, ete., and articles made of these woods. 

2. Sheet iron less than 1 mm. in thickness, rough, galvanised, 
brass-lacquered, or nickel-plated, also sheet iron over 1 mim. in 
thickness. 

3. Plates, sheets, pipes, bars, finished and unfinished, of 
lead, copper, zinc, tin and alloys thereof. 

4, Iron piping, not cast. 

5. Finished “ T” and “I” iron. 

6. Special rivets for ship construction, galvanised or made of 
copper and copper alloys. 

7. Iren ribs, specially prepared. 

8. Manufactured articles of copper, tin, nickel, zinc and 
their alloys, specially for ship repairing. 

9. Pumps. 

16. Machines and boilers and parts thereof, except clectric 
motors up to 74 h.p., and generators of ail sizes. 

11. Complete rudders and parts thereof. 

12. Tools for use in shipbuilding yards, workshops and 
machinery works. 

13. Linoleum for covers and flooring (Lincrusta). 

14. Special paints for the preservation of the submerged 
portions of hulls. 

15. Saileloth, ete. 

16. Iron wire ropes, containing hemp or not, galvanised or 
not. 

17. Anchors and chains and other articles for ships’ use. 

18. Ilags and signalling flags 

19. Signalling lamps. 

20. Kitchen utensils of copper and nickel and alloys thereof. 

21. Nautical, imeteorological and optical instruments and 
apparatus, and wireless telegraphy apparatus, 

22. Hydrographic charts. 

23. Lubricating oils and preservatives for machinery, motors 
and toois. 


_ 


Proposed T ariff Changes. 


DENMARK. 
TARIFF REVISION BILL. 


H.M. Minister at Copenhagen has forwarded copy of the 
Danish Tariff Revision Bill which was reintroduced into the 
Danish Parliament on lst December. With the exception of 
certain minor alterations the Bill is practically identical with 
that introduced last session (see the Supplement to the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for 29th December, 1921). Such 
changes as have been made have been rendered necessary by 
the introduction of the so-called Luxury Tax Law of 31st May, 
1922. 

It is understood that there is little likelihood of the Bill 
being passed during the present session. 

{The text of the Bill may be seen by traders interested, on 
application to the Tariff Section of the Department of Over- 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8. W. 1.] 














FRANCE. 





BILL TO MODIFY “TURNOVER” TAX. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Senate 
Finance Comunittee’s Report on the French Government Bill 
for the modification of the tax on business turnover, which is 
under consideration in the French Legislature. Some of the 
provisions of the prop»sed measure which have a direct bear- 
ing on import trade are noted below ; but the full text of the 

teport (to which is appended the text of the Senate finance 
Committee’s proposals, and, in parallel columns, the text of 
the Bill as passed by the Chamber of Deputies, and the text 
of the existing law) may be seen by persons interested on 
application to the Tariff Section of the Department of Over- 
seas Trale, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 
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Proposed Application of “ Turnover” Tax to persons not 
established in France. 

It is proposed to include among persons subject to the 
“turnover” tax persons (under whatever description they 
conduct business) who sell goods or articles on account of 
persons not established in France. At present (the Report 
states) the business of a foreign trader who sells goods in 
France through a representative, commission agent, or con- 
signee, is not subject to the “ turnover” tax, and foreign firms 
have, through such commission agents, not only sold their 
own goods in France, but also carried on the purchase and 
resale of French goods. Foreign firms carrying on business in 
France should (the Report states) be subject to the same 
fiscal burdens as French firms; and whilst it is not possible 
to apply the tax to all foreign firms who have not establish- 
ments in France, it is at least possible to apply it to the inter- 
mediary who, in France, disposes of goods for the account of 
these foreign firms and who at present only pays the tax of 
1.1/10 per cent. calculated on his commission. 


Proposals to exempt raw materials from the 
tuinover tax, 


The Senate Finance Ccmmittee propose the follcwing 
addition to the list of transactions which are exempt from 
the turnover tax :— 

“ Business consisting of the sale of vegetable, animal or 
mineral products imported in a rough state, which are 
already exempt fron Customs duty, when the sale is 
effected by the importer himself and when the goods are 
sold in the same state as that in which they were imported. 
In applying this provision the seller is only regarded as an 
importer if he took possession of the goods the sale of which 
is to be exempt from tax before they passed through the 
Customs. A Decree of the Minister of Finance shall lay 
down the proofs to be produced before this exemption is to 
apply.” 

The wording of this exemption differs somewhat from the 
similar proposal in the Hill as passed by the Chamber of 
Deputies, the main difference being that the Senate Finance 
Committee would restrict the exemption to raw materials which 
are exempt from Customs duty. ‘he Chamber proposed that 
business consisting of the ‘sale of raw materials was to be 
exempt from the tax when the sale was effected by the 
importer himself and the products were sold in the same 
condition as that in which they were imported, and proposed 
that the list of the products to benefit by such exemption was 
to be fixed by a special Decree. 

Proposed abolition of the Import Surtax. 


The present Bill proposes to abrogate Article 12 of the Law 
of 3lst July, 1920. Under the Law of 380th June, 1920, 
all imported goods are subject to a tax (corresponding to 
the “turnover ” tax) at the time of import, the tax beig 
1.1/10th per cent. except in the case of luxury goods; and 
Article 12 of the Law of 31st July. 1920, provided that im- 
ported goods are to be subject to a supplementary tax of 
1.1/10th per cent. if the French or foreign seller has not a 
place of business or branch in France and consequently does 
not pay the turnover tax, the surtax not being applied, 
however, when the seller of the goods is established in the 
country of origin. The object of this Article 12 (now proposed 
to be abrogated) was to prevent French buyers applying direct 
to a seller abroad rather than to a French importer, since 
purchases through a French importer entailed the piyment 
of an extra 1.1]/:0th per cent. as “ turnover” tax; and the 
exemption from the surtax in the case of goods where the 
seller is established in the country of origin was intended to 
facilitate imports of raw materials. Experience has shown, 
however, that existing law does not in practice achieve the 
objects aimed at, and it is considered that the present proposals 
to abolish the supplementary surtax and to exempt trade in 
raw materials from the “ turnover” tax will more satisfactorily 
achieve these objects. 





PERU. 


PROPOSED REVISION OF CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


H.M. Consul at Callao has forwarded a copy of proposed 
new Customs regulations respecting the formalities to be 
observed in clearing imported and exported goods through 
Peruvian Customs houses, together with a set of the various 
forms referred to in the Regulations. It is understood that 
these proposed Regulations, which have been drawn up by the 
American Customs Mission, have been passed to Peruvian 
Chambers of Commerce and other bodies of merchants for 
comments. 

The copy (in Spanish) of the proposed Regulations and sets 
of f-rms may be seen by British traders interested on appli- 
cation to the Tariff Scction of the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 
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Openings for British Trade. 


FACILITIES OFFERED TO BRITISH TRADERS. 


The Department of Overseas Trade has at its command an 
extensive overseas Intelligence system, which comprises the 
Commercial, Diplomatic and Consular Services in foreign 
countries and Trade Commissioners and Imperial or other Trade 
Correspondents in the Empire. 

From this Intelligence Service information on all subjects of 
commercial interest is received at the Department, where it is 
collated and classified in a form convenient for reference, and 
is available to any British trader upon personal or written appli- 
cation to the Department at 35, Old Queen Street, West- 
minster, London, S.W. 1. 

The information at the disposal of the Department is of a 
widely varied nature, and includes such matters as the follow- 
ing: Sources of supply, prices, etc., of trade products; 
Foreign and Colonial contracts open to tender; openings for 
British trade abroad; general conditions prevailing in Overseas 
markets; demand for particular articles abroad; nature and 
extent of foreign competition, and suggestions for meeting it; 
methods of distribution and marketing ; “credit conditions, terms 
of payment, etc., abroad; firms at home engaged in particular 
lines of business; Foreign and Colonial importers of British 
goods; firms or individuals considered suitable to act as repre- 
sentatives or agents for British firms, Foreign and Colonial 
Tariff and Customs regulations; statistics of Imports or 
Exports; forms of Certificates of Origin; regulations concerning 
commercial travellers, Consular Invoices; shipping and trans- 
port, etc., etc. 

In addition, samples of foreign competitive goods and com- 
mercial products are constantly being received from abroad, and 
are available for inspection by British traders at 7 to 11, Old 
Bailey, London, E.C. 4. 





METHODS OF ADDRESSING ENQUIRIES. 


The Department of Overseas Trade invite applications for 
assistance from manufacturers and exporters of British goods 
who are desirous of initiating or extending Overseas connec- 
tions, but it is desired to call attention to one or two points, 
the observance of which will facilitate the supply of the in- 
formation required. 

Where the enquiry concerns an Overseas market the appli- 
cant, may, of course, apply direct to H.M. Trade Commissioners 
or Imperial or other Trade Correspondents in the British 
Empire, and to H.M. Commercial Diplomatic or Consular 
Officers in Foreign Countries, but it is generally advisable to 
communicate in the first instance with the Department of Over- 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1, as the in- 
formatien required is frequently already in the possession of 
the Department, and the delay involved in communicating with 
the Officers abroad can therefore often be avoided. Should the 
information required not be available in London, the Depart- 
ment w ill make all necessary enquiries abroad on the appli- 
cant’s behalf. 

When making application for information enquiries should 
| specify :— 

(1) The countries concerning which information is required ; 

(2) The precise kind of goods ; and 

(3) The particular points in regard to which the informa- 
tion is sought. 

By following this method of making their enquiries as specific 
as possible applicants will materially assist the Department in 
its endeavour to supply the precise information required. 





[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
‘“ Openings for Trade’”’ by applying to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, and quoting the specific reference number 
and country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1.] 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 





BRITISH EMPIRE. 





AUSTRALIA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

LOW TENSION SWITCHGEAR.—The Imperial Trade Corres- 
pondent at Perth reports that the Western Australian Government 
Tender Board are calling for tenders, to be presented by 1st March, 
1923, for low tension switchgear. (Schedule No. 165A. 1922 

A copy of the spec ification, etc., can be seen at the Department “1 
Overseas Trade (Room 49), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 
(Reference D.0.T. 10184/E. D./E.C./A./2.) 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 


PAPER, LINEN AND TAPE.—The High Commissioner for 
India is prepared to rezeive teuders for the supply of :— 





Yards, 
1. Paper, waterproof, cotton-backed, 54 in. wide, 
in rolls of 100 yards ee -_ 100 000 
2. Linen (or holland), brown, 33 in. wide _ 50,000 
3. Tape, cotton, various colours, } in. and 4 in. 
wide... , ... 4,000,000 
Forms of tender may be obtained from the D’rector- General, India 
Store Department, Branch No 10, iiewdee 1¢ Road, Lambeth, S.E 1, 
and tenders are to be delivered at that office not later than 2 o’clock 
p.m. on Friday, 19th January, 1923. 





| ee 


CANADA. 
ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF CANADIAN TRADE 
COMMISSIONER. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2, where full information may be 
obtained :— 

DRIED HOG-HAIR.—An important Canadian producer of dric«t 
hog-hair is in a position to offer considerable quautities for export 
and would be glad to hear from responsible United Kingdom buyers, 

FOODSTUFFS, CONFECTIONERY AND ALLIED LINES.—A 
firm of manufacturers’ agents in Toronto, who cover the whole of 
Canada and already represent several United Kingdom manufacturers, 
wish to secure additional agencies in foodstulfs, confectionery aud 
allied lines. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

CAST IRON AUTOMATIC SEWER FLUSHING SYPHONS.— 
H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in South Africa reports that the 
Municipality of the City of Port Elizabeth are inviting tenders for 
the supply and delivery to Port Elizabeth of fifty 4 in. diameter cast 
iron automatic sewer flushing syphons to the following specification : 

Municipality of the City of Port Elizabeth. 
Specification for Automatic Sewer Flushing Syphons. 

No. 50 Automatic Sewer Flushing Syphons are required by the 
above Municipality to the following specification : 

(1) The syphons to be of cast iron throughout, with an in a 
diameter of 4 in. in the discharge pipe. 

(2) The horizontal limb of the discharge pipe to be fitted with a 
puddle flange and of such length as to be capable of being 
built into a 14 in. wall. 

(3) The syphon to be capable of discharging under a head of 
water approximately equal to 2 ft. 6 in. but not exceeding 
3 ft. 

(4) Any instructions necessary to facilitate fitting the syphons, 
including a statement of the working head for which the 
syphons are designed, must accompany delivery. 

(5) The tenderer’s amount to be for 50 syphons delivered com- 
plete and in perfect condition to the satisfaction of the City 
Engineer at the North End Municipal Depot, Port Elizabeth, 
the probable approximate date of delivery to be stated at 
the time of submitting tender. 

Tenders endorsed ‘‘ flushing sy phons ” will be received up till noon, 
22nd January, 1923, in Port 'E! lizabeth, and should be addressed 
to the Town Clerk, Port Elizabeth. 

Representation hy an agent resident in South Africa is desirable. 
The Department of Overseas Trade can furnish United Kingdom firms 
not so represented with the names of firms having branches in South 
Africa through whom it may be possible to arrange for tenders to be 
submitted. 

A drawing illustrating the type of syphon required has been 
received and can be seen by United Kingdom firms interested at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Room 49), 35, Old Queen Street, 
Loudon, S.W. 1. (Reference D.O.T. 10225, K. D./E.C.) 


ELECTRIC LIGHTING PLANT.-—-H.M. Senior Trade Com- 
missioner in South Africa reports that the Municipality of Brandfort. 
Orange Free State, are inviting tenders for the supply and erection of 
a complete electric lighting plant. Separate tenders may be sub- 
mitted for any one or more of the followi: g sections :—- 

. Water-tube steam boilers. 
2. Steam engines and alternators. 
3. Switchboard. 
4. Boiler and engine house auxiliaries. 
5. Steel poles and overhead conductors, erected. 
6. Transformers. 
House services meters. 

Sealed tenders endorsed ‘‘ Electrical plant” will be received by 
the Town Clerk, Municipal Offices, Brandfort, Orange Free State, on 
or before 30th January, 1223. (Reference D.0.T, 10228/E. D./E.C. /2.) 


“I 





EUROPE. 





BELGIUM. 


TEXTILES, ETC.-—A Belgian subject, resident in Brussels, is 
desirous of securing the representation for Belgium of actual manu- 
facturers of cotton piece-goods, grey, bleached and yointed, curtains 
and other textile goods. (Reference No. 695.) 
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TENDERS AWARDED. 

LOCOMOTIVE PARTS.—With reference to the notice which 
appeared in the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 30th November, 
page 617, regarding a call for tenders by the Ministry of Railways, 
Marine, Posts and Telegraphs, Brussels, for the supply of spare parts 
for locomotives and tenders, the Commercial Secretary at Brussels 
has forwarded to the Department of Overseas Trade a press cutting 
giving the results of the adjudication. This cutting can be seen by 
United Kingdom firms at the Department of Overseas Trade (Room 50), 
35, Old Queen Street, London, S8.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 17464/ 
F.W./E.P.) 





FRANCE. 

PLANT AND EQUIPMENT FOR BLAST FURNACES, 
STEELWORKS, ETC.—A French firm, established in Paris, desires 
to secure the representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of 
plant, machinery and equipment for blast furnaces, steelworks and 
foundries. Also mining machinery and equipment. Correspondence 
should be in French. (Reference No. 696.) 


a, ee _| 








NETHERLANDS. 


SHIPS’ PLATES, SOLID DRAWN TUBES, TOOLS, NAILS, 
ETC., ALSO SANITARY FiTTINGS.-—An agent at Rotterdam 
desires to secure the representation for the Netherlands of United 
Kingdom manufacturers of iron and steel ships’ plates, solid drawn 
tubes, tools, nails, etc., and sanitary fittings. Correspondence in 
English. (Reference No. 697.) 

WOOLLEN PIECE-GOODS, ESPECIALLY SUITINGS.—An 
old-established agent in Amsterdam desires to obtain the representation 
of United Kingdom manufacturers of woollen piece-goods, especially 
suitings. Correspondence in English. (Reference No. 698.) 

COTTON SEED OIL.—An agent resident in Rotterdam desires to 
obtain the representation of United Kingdom cotton seed oil pro- 
ducers. Applicant states that he is in a position to canvass the 
whole of the Netherlands by means of agents and travellers. 
Correspondence in English. (Reference No. 699.) 

LADIES’ WEAR (SILKS, VELVETEENS, ETC.), CURTAINS 
AND CARPETS.—An agent resident in Rotterdam is desirous of 
obtaining the representation for the Netherlands of United Kingdom 
manufacturers of ladies’ wear (silks, velveteens, etc.), curtains 
and carpets. Correspondence in English. (Reference No. 700.) 

WAXED PAPER, PAPER BAGS, LACED PAPERS, FOLDING 
BOXES, ETC., AND ADVERTISING TAPE.—An agent at 
Amsterdam is desirous of securing the representation of United 
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Kingdom producers of wax paper in rolls and sheets, paper bags, 
laced papers, folding boxes, etc., and also manufacturers of adver- 
tising tape. (Reference No. 701.) 

TIN FOIL, TIN BOXES.—An old-established agent at Amster- 
dam desires to secure the representation of United Kingdom 
manufacturers of tin foil for the chocolate industry (embossed and 
coloured), japanned and printed tin boxes and canisters for coffee, 
tea, sweets, cigarettes, etc. (Reference No. 702.) 

IRON STRIP SUITABLE FOR DEEP STAMPING AND TIN 
PLATES.—An agent established in Amsterdam desires to obtain the 
representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of tin plates and 
deep-stamping iron strip, with a view to selling same in Germany, 
where applicant has a branch office. (Reference No. 703.) 





NORWAY. 

CATTLE-FEEDING STUFFS.—A commission agent in Chris- 
tiania desires to be placed in toueh with United Kingdom exporters 
or manufacturers of all kinds of cattle-feeding stuffs. (Reference 
No. 704.) 

ZEPHYRS AND CALICOS.—A commission agent in Christiania 
desires to obtain the representation for Norway of a United Kingdom 
firm manufacturing zephyrs and calicos. (Reference No. 705.) 

WIRE AND ROPE.—A firm of agents established in Christiania 
desire to represent in Norway United Kingdom exporters of flexible 
wire of all kinds and ropework of hemp, manilla, etc. (Reference 
No. 706.) 

PROVISIONS,—A firm of agents established in Christiania desire 
to represent in Norway United Kingdom exporters of flour, rice, tea, 
peas, beans, canned Australian mutton, beef, etc. (Reference No. 


707.) 





SPAIN. 

PITCH.—A British commission agent of Santander is desirous of 
securing the agency for the north of Spain for a United Kingdom 
produeer of pitch. (Reference No. 708.) 





SWEDEN. 


HOSE, HANDKERCHIEFS AND GLOVES.—A commission 
agent in Stockholm desires to obtain the representation for Sweden of 
United Kingdom manufacturers of hose and handkerchiefs of all 
kinds and gloves, (Reference No. 709.) 














Catalogue of Boot Polishes and Creams, White Dressing, Floor 
and Furniture Polish sent on application. 


THE NUGGET POLISH CO. LTD., 


KENNINGTON OVAL, LONDON, ENGLAND. 


ASSOCIATED COMPANIES ;— 
The Nugget Polish Co. of Australia (Pty) Ltd.,. MELBOURNE. 
The Nugget Polish Co. of South Africa Ltd., CAPE TOWN. 
The Nugget Polish Co. of New Zealand Ltd., CHRISTCHURCH, N.Z,. 
The ry supe Polish Co. of New York Ltd., NEW YORK, N.Y. 


BRANCHES ‘—BELGIUM, CANADA, HOLLAND, SPAIN. 
AGuxTS :—In the principal countries of the world. 














COMPLETE ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS 
PREPARED, PLANNED AND EXECUTED. 





ESTIMATES FREE. 





Specialists in Prospectus, Company Meeting 
and Financial Advertising. 


BERRY’S 
Advertising Agency 


(Advertising Contractors to H.M. Government.) 


24, ESSEX ST., STRAND, 
LONDON, W.C. 2. 


Telephone - - - CENTRAL 8203-8204. 
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RAINCOATS.—A commission agent in Stockholm desires to 
obtain the representation for Sweden of United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of raincoats. (Reference’No. 710.) 

PIECE-GOODS AND SILK YARNS.—A commission agent in 
Stockholm desires to obtain the representation for Sweden of United 
Kingdom manufacturers of piece-goods, mainly cotton, but also 
velvets and silk yarns. (Reference No. 711.) 





SWITZERLAND. 
COLONIAL GOODS, TEXTILES, LEATHER, ETC.—A Swiss 


firm established in Zurich is desirous of securing the representation 
for Switzerland of United Kingdom exporters of Colonial goods 
woollen goods (flannels, gabardines, poplins and tweeds, serges) and 
cotton goods (bleached, zephyrs, satins, serges, velvets, etc.), leather 
and artificial leather for motor cars, bookbinding, furniture, oilcloth. 
Correspondence in English. (Reference No. 712.) 


SEALSKIN PLUSH.—An agent resident in Zurich is desirous of 


securing tha representation for Switzerland of United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of sealskin plush. (Reference No. 713.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 





NEAR EAST. 





EGYPT, SUDAN AND PALESTINE. 
MISCELLANEOUS GOODS.—A firm of commission agents estab’ 


lished in Cairo and connected with a firm of manufacturers’ agents 
domiciled in London desire te secure an agency for Egypt, Sudan and 
Palestine of United Kingdom manufacturers of washing blue, 
laundry starch, cast and wrought iron pipes (gas, steam and water), 
solid tyres (for carriages), cheap confectionery, stoneware pipes, 
ladies’ blouses (summer), artificial silk stockings, corsets, men’s hose, 
handkerchiefs (Irish linen), underclothing, linen and cotton collars, 
shirts and pyjamas, whisky and stout (Guinness). A representative 
of the Cairo firm is at present in London and is prepared to interview 
firms in regard to agency arrangements, etc. (Reference No. 714.) 





EGYPT—IRAQ. 


COTTON PIECE-GOODS.—A firm established in Cairo with con- 
nections in Bagdad wish to purchase cotton piece-goods—15 per cent. 
with order and balance cash against documents Cairo or Bagdad. A 
-  ecae of the firm is now staying in London. (Reference No. 

15.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 

ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 





AFRICA. 





ALGIERS. 


CHEMICALS, ETC.—A commission agent established in Algiers 
wishes to act as an agent for United Kingdom manufacturers or ex- 
porters of chemical products. He would also consider handling 
agencies in respect of other goods. Correspondence in English or 
French. (Reference No. 716.) 

Applications for name and address must be sent to the Department 
of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


CHEMICALS, COLOURS, OILS, WAX, MINERALS, ETC.— 
A New York firm of agents wish to communicate with United King- 
dom manufacturers and exporters of the articles enumerated above 
with a view to obtaining agencies for the eastern portion of the 
United States. (Reference No. 717.) 

DRUGGISTS’ SUNDRIES, ETC.—A New York firm, with con- 
nections amongst drug stores, wish to communicate with United 
Kingdom manufacturers of druggists’ sundries or any goods sold to 
drug stores with a view to securing agencies. A member of the firm. 
which is prepared to pay cash, is now in Englana and would be glad 
to interview firms interested. (Reference No. 718.) 

MACHINISTS’ AND WOODWORKERS’ FILES, CAST [RON 
PIPING AND GENERAL SUPPLIES FOR PLUMBERS’ USE, 
LEATHER BELTING AND SANITARY WARE.—A San Diego 
(California) firm, dealing in machinery and supplies, wish to commu- 
nicate with United Kingdom manufacturers of the articles enumerated 
above with a view to obtaining agencies for San Diego and surround- 
ing territory. (Reference No. “779, ) 

ART AND JEWELLERY NOVELTIES.—A recently-organised 
firm in Chicago wish to communicate with United Kingdom manu- 
facturers or exporters of art and jewellery novelties with a view to 
obtaining agencies, on a commission basis, for the United States of 
America. (Reference No. 720.) 

MUSIC GOODS.—A well-established San Francisco firm dealing 
in musical instruments, supplies, etc., wish to communicate with 
United Kingdom manufacturers of articles suitable for this trade— 
especially band instruments--with a view to obtaining agencies for 
Central and Northern California. (Reference No. 721. ) 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 














Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT SECTION. 


OPEN GENERAL LICENCE FOR THE 
EXPORT OF SMOOTH-BORE SHOT GUNS 
AND MUNITIONS FOR USE THEREWITH. 


The Board of Trade (Licensing Section) announce that as 
from 1st January, 1923, the Open General Licence for the 
export to certain destinations of smooth- bore shot guns and 
munitions for use therewith will be amended to admit of the 
export, without specific licence, of smooth-bore shot guns and 
munitions for use therewith consigned to any destinations 
excepting destinations included in the following prohibited 
areas :— 

(1) The whole of the Continent of Africa, with the 
exception of Algeria, Libya, and the Union of South 
Africa. (Within this area are included all islands situated 
within a hundred nautical miles of the coast, together with 
Prince’s Island, St. Thomas Island, and the Islands of 
Annobon and Socotra.) 

(2) Transcaucasia, Persia, Gwadar, the Arabian Penin- 
sula, and such continental parts of Asia as were included 
in the Turkish Empire on 4th August, 1914. 

(3) A maritime zone including the Red Sea, the Gulf of 
Aden, the Persian Gulf and the Sea of Oman, and 
bounded by a line drawn from Cape Guardafui, following 
the latitude of that Cape to its intersection with longitude 








57 deg. east of Greenwich, and proceeding thence direct. 


to the eastern frontier of Persia on the Gulf of Oman. 


GENERAL SECTION. 


PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACTS, 1907 AND: 
1919: LICENCES OF RIGHT. 


Notice is hereby given that, by virtue of the provisions 
of Section 24 of the Acts, the undermentioned patents 
were indorsed ‘‘ Licences of Right’? on 21st December, 
1922. 











No. and Year 





| 
of Patent. | Grantee. | Title. 
19261 11  Gess, C. “Improvements in cone tubes for 
. receiving yarn, thread or the like.’’ 
23382 12 Bouyer, F. H. A. *‘Improved traction and guiding device 
for hand implements, especially 
7 . applicable for agricultural purposes.”’ 
23700 13 | Broady, H. W. ‘Improvements in devi ices for securing 
and releasing lifeboats.’ 
1,887 |) ‘) “Improvements in apparatus for regii- 
(ia _ 16) | lating the voltage of dynamos.’ 
101,8 | “Improvements in apparatus for regu- 
(i 5009/ 16) | { lating the voltage of dynamos.”’ 
(Patent of Jullin, A. J. < 
Addition) 
101,889 “‘Improvements in apparatus for regu- 


(15010 /16) 


lating the voltage of dynamos.”’ 
(Patent of y 











Addition) || q 
109,572 | Rosenberg, I. ‘““A method of converting viscous 
(191217) mineral oils or highly viscous resi- 
dues from the distillation of mineral 
oils into hydrocarbons of less 
viscosity.”’ 
134,993 ~ Bolles, W. B. *“*Improvements in devices for fac ilita- 
(20268 19) ting the rapid opening of doors.’ 
137,666 | Long, C. R. A. “Improvements in window ventila- 
(5603/19) tors.’ 
142,23: ‘An improved tone arm for phono- 


33 
(5071/19) ‘| Fletcher, E., wit| graphs.” 


156,911 anr. ‘*Sound boxes for phonographs.”’ 
(25321 /19) 

145,424 ( ‘Endless track members for the pro- 
(16434/20) pulsion of vehicles.”’ 

147,614 “Gun carriage trailer with combined 


(19571/20) | propulsion by means of. wheels and 


Compagnie des endless track members. 





149,242 Forges et Improvements in endless — track 
(21022/20) + Acieries de la < vehicles.” 

158,904 Marine et “Improvements in means for sight- 
(4632 21) d’ Homecourt. ing automatic guns mounted on 

armoured vehicles.’ 

158,905 “Improvements in endless track 
(4633/21) J vehicles.” 

148,7 “Improvements in reversing mech- 


74 } 
(30: 5397/3 20) | anism more particularly applicable 
to washing machines.’ 
‘“‘Improvements in and relating to 
suction sweepers.” 

Manufacturing < | “Improvements in suction cleaning 
Company. devices. 
‘Improvements in suction cleaners.” 


156,734 | 
(795 21) {Ane Llectrical 
| 
| 
| 


_ “Improv eme nts in vacuum cleaning 
devices. 
“Improveme nts in or relating to coke 
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150,996 Charpy, A. G. A. 
(23809 20) ' ovens. 
153,904 Schweiz Lokomo- | “Improvements in and relating to 
| reversing gears for internal com- 


(32129 /20) tiv and 
Maschinenfabrik bustion engines.” 


—" 





The Patent Office. W. TEMPLE FRANKS, 


Comptroller-General. 








DECEMBER 28, 1922. 
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WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ACT, 1904. 





NOTICE OF EXAMINATION OF PATTERN No. 194. 


The Board of Trade have examined and tested, with reference to the material of which and the principle on which 
it is constructed, a pattern of a leather measuring instrument, of the form shown herein, which has been submitted to 
the Department under the provisions of Section 6 of the above Act, and have issued a certificate (No. 146) dated 
29th June, 1922, that the pattern is not such as to facilitate the perpetration of fraud. 























Board of Trade, 
Standards Department, 
Old Palace Yard, Westminster. 


23rd November, 1922. 
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ZINC PRODUCERS 
ASSOCIATION PTY. LTD. 


COLLINS HOUSE. 
MELBOURNE —— AUSTRALIA. 


ZINC ORES AND CONCENTRATES 
SPELTER: TEES AND BRANDS 
3 ELECTROLYTIC ZINC BRAND 99-95/PURITY 
ZINC DUST AND TEES BRANDS 
GRANULATED ZINC 


AUSTRALIAN HIGH GRADE ZINC 


Containing 99-95% Metallic Zinc 
quoted for direct shipment to South Africa 
India New Zealand the Far East &€ &c 


Agents to HM Board of Trade for the sale of 
zine Concentrates 


E EAS 
AUSTRALASIA & THE EAST ane r aia 


























ENTIRELY 

















MANBRE SUGAR AND 


MALT LTD. re eT ae 


STANDARD CAR nn 


8 h.p. Light Car wick 
11.4 h.p. 2-seater with double dickey seat. pa 











complete protection even in tropical rains. 





| 11.4 h.p. 4-seater Tourcr... ... 525 
| | 11.4 h.p. Coupé with double diokey s seat » 2615 
| 11.4 h.p. Saloou.. - ... £625 
| 
MANUFACTURERS | 11.4 h.p. All- Weather .. eee eee ... £650 
| | 15.9 h.p. 5-seater Tourer one rerrreee 7°)! 
OF | 15.9 h.p. Saloon.. a _ we ... £985 
| 15.9 h.p. Saloon- Landaulette .. oni $985 
» || All Humber Cars are fitted with detachable ‘Steet Astitiecy « wheels suitable 
|| for ail climat All ode] fitted with the Humber all-weath 
Brewing Sugar, Flaked | |_| sestaimes, silos noicn sre sued with the Bomber l-retee 


MOTOR CYCLES AND CYCLES. 


The Humber Motor Cycle Models for 1923 include a sturdy Light- 
weight with 2? h.p. enginc—a compact and flexible single-cylinder | 


Maize, Corn Syrup, and 











Sugar Su bst itutes | machine—besides the already famous 4} h.p. models :— | 
. 2? h.p. Lightweight ded ‘int on -- £65 @ @ | 

4} h.p. Standard Touring Model—Solo .. £99 0 O 

44 h.p. Sports Combination Outfit... -. £105 GC O 

44 h.p. Touring Combination Outfit ... -£120 10 O 


Humber Cycles are of world-wide repute, and there is a aaumtie range of | 





| 
| 43 h.p. Sports Model—Solo ... , .. £89 0 O 


machines for Gentlemen, Ladies and Juveniles. Price from Seven Guineas. 
Prices quoted are for delivery at works. | 


| Catalogues and particulars of Carg, Motor Cycles and 
Cyoles on application to the Hxport Department. 


Fulham Palace Road, HUMBER LTD. - COVENTRY. 


Export Dept. : Humber House, 94, New Bond St., London, W, 


- 
Hammersmith, W. 6. Deatera in most part ofthe Work 


We invite applications from Dealers wishing to negotiate for 
Humber Agency privileges. 
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Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence). 


Head Office— 
35, Old Queen Street, London, 5.W. 1. 


Telephone No. : Victoria 904 a. 


Telegraphic Address : “Advantage, Vic, London.” 
FC A.B.C. (6th Epition). 


FOREIGN SAMPLES 


City Office— 


73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 


Teiephone No.: Londen Wall 4713. 
Telegraphic Address : “Advantage, Vic., London.” 


EXHIBITION, 7-11, Old Bailey, E.C. 4. 
Telephone: City 1866. 





A CLEARING HOUSE 


FOR INFORMATION. 


ASSISTANCE TO BRITISH TRADERS. 


Through the wide ramifications of its overseas intelligence 
service the Department of Overseas Trade receives a constant 
fiow of valuable information from all important overseas 
markets, covering all commercial sukjects of interest to British 
traders engaged in export trade. ‘This information is collated 
and is sent to any British trader likely to be interested. 

ecial enquiries are instituted in response to direct requests 
for information, if such information is not already in the posses- 
sion of the Department. 

As indicating the nature of the information which the Depart- 
ment is in a position to supply, mention may be made of the 
following :—Foreign and Colonial contracts open to tender, and 
other openings for British trade; existing and probable future 
demand for specific lines of British goods; the extent and 
nature of competition and the best methods of meeting it; usual 
methods of business, terms of credit, payment, etc.; agency 
conditions ; Customs Regulations and Tariffs; Regulations cover- 
ing Commercial Travellers, Certificates of Origin, etc. ; sources 
of supply, prices, etc., of trade products; Shipping and Trans- 

rt, etc. The Department also supplies lists of names of likely 
importers of British goods or of firms or individuals considered 
suitable to act as representatives or agents of British firms. 


CO-OPERATION WITH THE COMMERCIAL COMMUNITY. 

The aim of the Department is to co-operate as closely as 
possible with the commercial community in its efforts to rebuild 
and, where feasible, to increase its pre-war export trade. 
Officers of the Department, both from Overseas and from Head- 
quarters, visit periodically Chambers of Commerce in the indus- 
trial centres of the Kingdom, in order to keep in close touch 
with business men. 


FOREIGN COMPETITION IN OVERSEAS MARKETS. 

For a trader gcc e Me compete in foreign markets, it is 
necessary that he should know the goods which competitors are 
offering. The Department has, therefore, formed a very exten- 
sive collection, which is being constantly increased, of samples 
of foreign competitive goods and commercial products. Over 
70,000 such samples are now available for inspection by British 
traders at the Department’s Showrooms, 7 to 11, Old Bailey, 
E.C. Advertising plays a large part in export as in home trade, 


| 


| 
| 
\ 


and the Department has collected over 16,000. foreign trade 
catalogues (including German and Austrian) which may also be 
inspected at the above address. The collection has been 
efficiently indexed under both Articles of Manufacture and 
Names of Manufacturers. 


THE BRITISH TRADER ABROAD. 

Representatives of British firms, when travelling abroad, can 
obtain much valuable information from a man who is in close 
daily contact with the commercial life of the country concerned. 
British firms should, therefore, instruct their travelling repre- 
sentatives to call upon H.M. Commercial Diplomatic Officers in 
foreign countries, or H.M. Trade Commissioners in the coun- 
tries of the Empire, who will give them first-hand unbiassed 
information, and will do all in their power to assist them in 
their business. 

FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS. 

The Department organises the annual British Industries Fair, 
at which British manufacturers and producers have the oppor- 
tunity of displaying their goods before the buyers of all 
nations. The Fair is held for a period of two weeks during 
February and March. 

The Department, in addition to organising exhibitions of 
foreign samples (see above), studies and initiates projects for 
commercial exhibitions of various kinds. 

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION. 

One of the most important services rendered by the Depart- 
ment is the supply of confidential information regarding trade 
openings and other matters likely to be of interest to manu- 
facturers and merchants. This is done chiefly by means of the 
Special Register, concerning which details are given below. 


APPLICATIONS. 

Any British trader desiring business information regarding 
conditions in any overseas markets, or upon any specific point, 
or who desires to take advantage in any way of the facilities 
offered, should communicate with or apply to :—Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S 1. 

It should be noted by Traders who may find it neceseary to com- 
municate direct with the Overseas Officers of the Department that 
postage must be prepaid on such correspondenee. 








OPPORTUNITIES FOR TRADE IN 


OVERSEAS MARKETS. 


THE DEPARTMENT’S SPECIAL REGISTER SERVICE. 


The trader who has at his command a sure and prompt 
supply of information concerning possible developments in coun- 
tries abroad, or any other specific openings for British trade, 
is in an immeasurably more favourable position for securing 
business than he who depends for his information upon publica- 
tion of the news. The one receives a considerable start in the 
competitive race, while the other suffers a handicap which in 
very many cases practically nullifies his chances of securing the 
business. 

Information of this kind is reaching the Department of 
Overseas Trade in increasing volume from its commercial repre- 
sentatives, who are now stationed in every important market 
abroad. British firms wishing to make sure of receiving infor- 
mation of interest to them should enrol themselves on the 
Special Register of the Department. 

Publicity is, of course, given in the ‘“‘ Board of Trade 
Journal ’’ or in the Trade press to many of the reports received 
ky the Department. A great mass of the information coming to 
the Department cannot, however, be so treated because of its 
confidential or semi-confidential character. When a report relates 
to a specific opening for trade or to some other matter upon 
which it is desirable that British firms should have advance 
information, it is sent by means of the Special Register Service 
to all those firms to which it is likely to be of interest. 

The Special Register comprises the names of British firms 
manufacturing or dealing in British goods. These firms 
are grouped and classified according to both the nature of 
the goods and the markets in which they are interested, 
thus facilitating the despatch of relative information and 
avoiding as far as possible the receipt of particulars which 
are of no interest to them. At the same time it is thought 
desirable to send the firms too much rather than too little so as 
to ensure that they get all news which is of use to them. 

The fee for admission to the Special Register is £2 4s. 6d. per 
annum, and, in return for this subscription the firms who have 
enrolled themselves not only get the ‘“‘ Board of Trade Journal ”’ 
every week, but they are assured of obtaining promptly, by 
means of the Special Register Series of confidential circulars, 
every report or item of news likely to concern them. Sometimes 
these reports contain advance information which subsequently 





becomes generally known. eounnany they contain information 
which it is desired to keep confidential, so that British firms may 
reap full benefit from it. 


VALUE OF INFORMATION RECEIVED. 

It is obviously impossible to measure in pounds, shillings and 
ence the value to British firms of the information thus received. 
n cases where business results, the actual value of the trans- 

action in question may be great or small, but there is ample 
evidence that long-lasting and profitable business connections 
frequently owe their inception to an initial transaction due to 
information received through this Service. 

Were it desirable to do so, a large number of cases could be 
cited in which useful and valuable business has resulted from 
action taken by Britis: firms on information sent to theim 
through the Special Register Service. 


QUALIFICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP. 

Any United Kingdom firm engaged in the export trade supply- 
ing goods solely or mainly of United Kingdom production is 
eligible for admission to the Special Register. 

The Register is not open to non-British traders. 

As stated above, the fee for admission to the Register is 
£2 4s. 6d. per annum, which includes the annual subscription 
to the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal.”’ 

Those British firms who desire their names to be included on 
the Special Register should communicate with the Comptroller- 
General, Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S8.W. 1. 


HANDBOOK OF THE DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE. 


The officers of the Department not infrequently come into 
contact with British traders who are unaware, or not fully. 
aware, of the information and assistance which the Department. 
can supply to them. For this reason a Handbook has been pre- 
pared which gives particulars as to the organisation of the 
Department at home and abroad and as to the various ways in 
which the Department can help British export trade. The first 
edition is now, however, out of print, but is undergoing revision 
preparatory to the publication of a new edition. 
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